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this unique publication offers a complete history of roman law from its early beginnings through to its

resurgence in europe where it was widely applied until the eighteenth century besides a detailed overview of

the sources of roman law the book also includes sections on private and criminal law and procedure with

special attention given to those aspects of roman law that have particular importance to today s lawyer the

last three chapters of the book offer an overview of the history of roman law from the early middle ages to

modern times and illustrate the way in which roman law furnished the basis of contemporary civil law

systems in this part special attention is given to the factors that warranted the revival and subsequent

reception of roman law as the common law of continental europe combining the perspectives of legal history

with those of social and political history the book can be profitably read by students and scholars as well as

by general readers with an interest in ancient and early european legal history the civil law tradition is the

oldest legal tradition in the world today embracing many legal systems currently in force in continental
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europe latin america and other parts of the world despite the considerable differences in the substantive

laws of civil law countries a fundamental unity exists between them the most obvious element of unity is the

fact that the civil law systems are all derived from the same sources and their legal institutions are classified

in accordance with a commonly accepted scheme existing prior to their own development which they

adopted and adapted at some stage in their history roman law is both in point of time and range of

influence the first catalyst in the evolution of the civil law tradition

originally compiled as a short course of lectures on the roman law and read before the law school at

cambridge in the second term of the academic year 1848 1849 p v

this book is not about the rules or concepts of roman law says alan watson but about the values and

approaches explicit and implicit of those who made the law the scope of watson s concerns encompasses the

period from the twelve tables around 451 b c to the end of the so called classical period around a d 235 as

he discusses the issues and problems that faced the roman legal intelligentsia watson also holds up roman

law as a clear although admittedly extreme example of law s enormous impact on society in light of society

s limited input into law roman private law has been the most admired and imitated system of private law in

the world but it evolved watson argues as a hobby of gentlemen albeit a hobby that carried social status the

jurists the private individuals most responsible for legal development were first and foremost politicians and

in the empire bureaucrats their engagement with the law was primarily to win the esteem of their peers the

exclusively patrician college of pontiffs was given a monopoly of interpretation of private law in the mid

fifth century b c though the college would lose its exclusivity and monopoly interpretation of law remained

one mark of a roman gentleman but only interpretation of the law not conceptualization or systematization

or reform gave prestige says watson further the jurists limited themselves to particular modes of reasoning

no arguments to a ruling could be based on morality justice economic welfare or what was approved

elsewhere no praetor one of the elected officials who controlled the courts is famous for introducing reforms

watson points out and in contrast with a nonjurist like cicero no jurist theorized about the nature of law a

strong characteristic of roman law is its relative autonomy and isolation from the rest of life paradoxically

this very autonomy was a key factor in the reception of roman law the assimilation of the learned roman

law as taught at the universities into the law of the individual territories of western europe

roman law forms an important part of the intellectual background of many legal systems currently in force

in continental europe latin america and other parts of the world this book traces the historical development

of roman law from the earliest period of roman history up to and including justinian s codification in the

sixth century ad it examines the nature of the sources of law forms of legal procedure the mechanisms by

which legal judgments were put into effect the development of legal science and the role of the jurists in

shaping the law the final chapter of the book outlines the history of roman law during the middle ages and

discusses the way in which roman law furnished the basis of the civil law systems of continental europe the

book combines the perspectives of legal history with those of social political and economic history special

attention is given to the political development of the roman society and to the historical events and socio

economic factors  that  influenced the growth and progress  of  the law designed to provide a general

introduction to the history of roman law this book will appeal to law students whose course of studies

includes roman law legal history and comparative law it will also prove of value to students and scholars
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interested in ancient history and classics

the corpus juris civilis represents the roman law in the form which it assumed at the close of the ancient

period a thousand years after the decemviral legislation of the twelve tables and through which mainly it

has acted upon modern times it was compiled in the eastern roman empire the western ceased in 476 a d

under the emperor justinian controversies as to his character who reigned 527 565 a d

roman law forms a vital part of the intellectual background of many legal systems currently in force in

continental europe latin america east asia and other parts of the world knowledge of roman law therefore

constitutes an essential component of a sound legal education as well as the education of the student of

history this book begins with a historical introduction which traces the evolution of roman law from the

earliest period of roman history up to and including justinian s codification in the sixth century ad then

follows an exposition of the principal institutions of roman private law the body of rules and principles

relating to individuals in roman society and regulating their personal and proprietary relationships in this

part of the book special attention is given to the roman law of things which forged the foundations for

much of the modern law of property and obligations in european legal systems combining a law specialist s

informed perspective with a historical and cultural focus the book provides an accessible source of reference

for students and researchers in many diverse fields of legal and historical learning

the law developed by the ancient romans remains a powerful legal and political instrument today in the

roman law tradition a general editorial introduction complements a series of more detailed essays by an

international team of distinguished legal scholars exploring the various ways in which roman law has

affected and continues to affect patterns of legal decision making throughout the world

this book provides an introduction to the legal system of ancient rome focusing on the institutes of justinian

a foundational text written in the 6th century ce drawing on a range of primary sources the author explores

the historical and cultural contexts in which roman law developed and examines key topics such as property

rights contracts and criminal law this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is

part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united

states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this

work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we

concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the

public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important part of

keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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