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concerns itself with the future of sociology and of all social science the thirteen authors
among them wendell bell kai t erikson scott greer robert boguslaw james mau and ivar
oxaal are oriented toward a redefinition of the role of the social scientist as advisor to
policymakers and administrators in all major areas of social concern for the purpose of
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studying and shaping the future this book contains research strategies for such
futurologistic study theories on its merits and dangers as well as an annotated
bibliography of social science studies of the future

this unique reference work the companion volume to the study of the future is
designed to make the tools of future studies accessible to the general public as well as
to professional futurists here for the first time in a single convenient format are the
organizations individuals books and periodicals current research projects educational
programs films audio tapes and other resources that can help anyone concerned with
exploring alternatives for the future

master s thesis from the year 2021 in the subject business economics market research
grade 1 0 accadis hochschule bad homburg language english abstract mobile payment
systems are an innovation that allows people to make contactless payments with a
mobile device such as a smartphone at the cash register in brick and mortar retail
outlets without carrying a wallet with credit and debit cards while other countries have
almost entirely adopted and integrated this innovation into their daily lives adoption
rates in germany remain significantly low hence the objective of this work is to analyze
the future of mobile payment systems in germany with respect to the reasons for
adoption or refusal in particular the following research question was addressed will
mobile payment methods replace physical cards in germany or will certain factors
prevent full adoption

and however paradoxical it may seem today the grail mood is in the fullest sense to be
found in russia and the future role that russia will play in the sixth post atlantean epoch
a task of which i have so often had to speak rests firmly upon this unconquerable grail
mood in the russian people rudolf steiner nov 3 1918 although eastern europe has
been part of christian humanity for more than a thousand years its task and spiritual
identity remain a mystery the answer to which cannot be found unless we look behind
outer historical events to the spiritual meta historical dimensions of history this
momentous work breathtaking in its scope and detail represents just such a
penetrating esoteric study of eastern europe in the light of rudolf steiner s spiritual
research prokofieff shows how from the earliest times the future conscience of
humanity flowed from hidden mystery centers in hibernia to the eastern slavic peoples
as a result qualities of compassion patience and willingness for sacrifice developed in
their souls creating a truly christian grail mood despite incalculable suffering from the
persecutions by the mogul hordes of the thirteenth century to the bolshevik
experiment of the twentieth century this quality has become an unconquerable force in
the depths of their being in illuminating the maya of outer history prokofieff reveals the
forces that have been at work to hinder the progress and future intentions of
humankind those adversarial forces have created a karma of materialism that the
eastern slavic peoples have taken upon themselves out of their exalted willingness for
sacrifice will we be able to use the present opportunity granted by this sacrifice to fulfill
the primary purposes of the present cultural epoch serious study of this book intended
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for students of spiritual science can lead to a profound awakening to the challenges
that face humankind today

contemporary futurist thought describes recent thinking about the future dealing with
both the hopes and the fears expressed in modern times concerning what potentially
lies ahead there are many such hopes and fears perhaps an overpowering number
competing with each other and swirling about in the collective mind of humanity
psychologist and futurist tom lombardo describes this mental universe of inspiring
dreams and threatening premonitions regarding the future the book begins with an in
depth examination of the highly influential literary genre of science fiction which dr
lombardo identifies as the mythology of the future he next describes the modern
academic discipline of future studies which attempts to apply scientific methods and
principles to an understanding of the future social and technological trends in the
twentieth century are then reviewed setting the stage for an analysis of the great
contemporary transformation occurring in our present world given the powerful and
pervasive changes taking place across the globe and throughout all aspects of human
life the questions arise where are we potentially heading and perhaps more
importantly where should we be heading the final chapter provides an extensive
review of different answers to these questions describing theories and approaches that
highlight science technology culture human psychology and religion among other areas
of focus as well as integrative views which attempt to provide big pictures of all
aspects of human life the book provides a rich and broad overview of contemporary
ideas and visions about the future in the conclusion dr lombardo assesses and
synthesizes these myriad perspectives proposing a set of key ideas central to
understanding the future this book completes the study of future consciousness begun
in its companion volume the evolution of future consciousness these two volumes rich
in historical detail and concise observations on the interrelatedness of a wide range of
interdisciplinary topics are a significant contribution to the field of future studies and a
valuable resource for educators consultants and anyone wishing to explore the
significance of thinking about the future

from the beginning of time humans have been driven by both a fear of the unknown
and a curiosity to know we have always yearned to know what lies ahead whether
threat or safety scarcity or abundance throughout human history our forebears tried to
create certainty in the unknown by seeking to influence outcomes with sacrifices to
gods preparing for the unexpected with advice from oracles and by reading the stars
through astrology as scientific methods improve and computer technology develops we
become ever more confident of our capacity to predict and quantify the future by
accumulating and interpreting patterns form the past yet the truth is there is still no
certainty to be had in this very short introduction jennifer gidley considers some of our
most burning questions what is the future is the future a time yet to come oris it a
utopian place does the future have a history is there only one future or are there many
possible futures she asks if the future can ever be truly predicted or if we create our
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own futures both hoped for and feared by our thoughts feelings and actions and
concludes by analysing how we can learn to study the future about the series the very
short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

thinking about the future is essential for almost all organizations and societies states
corporations universities cities ngos and individuals believe they cannot miss the future
but what exactly is the future it remains a mystery perhaps the greatest mystery
especially because futures are unpredictable and often unknowable the outcome of
many factors known and unknown the future is rarely a simple extrapolation from the
present in this important book john urry seeks to capture the many efforts that have
been made to anticipate visualize and elaborate the future this includes examining the
methods used to model the future from those of the rand corporation to imagined
future worlds in philosophy literature art film tv and computer games he shows that
futures are often contested and saturated with different interests especially in relation
to future generations he also shows how analyses of social institutions practices and
lives should be central to examining potential futures and issues such as who owns the
future the future seems to be characterized by wicked problems there are multiple
causes and solutions long term lock ins and complex interdependencies and different
social groups have radically different frames for understanding what is at stake urry
explores these issues through case studies of 3d printing and the future of
manufacturing mobilities in the city and the futures of energy and climate change

as recently as the summer of 2001 many travelers were dreading air transportation
because of extensive delays associated with undercapacity of the system that all
changed on 9 11 and demand for air transportation has not yet returned to peak levels
most u s airlines continue to struggle for survival and some have filed for bankruptcy
the situation makes it difficult to argue that strong action is urgently needed to avert a
crisis of undercapacity in the air transportation system this report assesses the visions
and goals for u s civil aviation and technology goals for the year 2050

an inquiry into the limits of the possible our problems on jupiter mercury venus
conquering time transport in the future overcoming gravity communications across
space benevolent electronic brains the range of this enthralling book is immense from
the re making of the human mind to the vast reaches of the universe newly revised
even the remarkable events of the last decade have affected few of the exciting
speculations by arthur c clarke a scientist whose expert and wide knowledge is
matched only by his brilliant imagination

national bestseller the renowned theoretical physicist and national bestselling author
of the god equation details the developments in computer technology artificial
intelligence medicine space travel and more that are poised to happen over the next
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century mind bending an alternately fascinating and frightening book san francisco
chronicle space elevators internet enabled contact lenses cars that fly by floating on
magnetic fields this is the stuff of science fiction it s also daily life in the year 2100
renowned theoretical physicist michio kaku considers how these inventions will affect
the world economy addressing the key questions who will have jobs which nations will
prosper kaku interviews three hundred of the world s top scientists working in their
labs on astonishing prototypes he also takes into account the rigorous scientific
principles that regulate how quickly how safely and how far technologies can advance
in physics of the future kaku forecasts a century of earthshaking advances in
technology that could make even the last centuries leaps and bounds seem
insignificant

this volume comprises the papers and debates of the second france ilo symposium on
the future of work employment and social protection reflecting the aim of the
symposium itself the book provides in depth reflections on work employment and
social protection designed to be more than an account of the discussions this book is a
useful tool for all those interested in labour market transition and the increasing
importance of female labour for the future of the labour markets particularly in the
developed world the book discusses the need for more family friendly policies and a
more radical policy of equality between the sexes the legal dimensions of labour
market change are also debated and the book explores the positive and negative sides
of globalization and its links with technological change

how the future has been imagined and made through the work of writers artists
inventors and designers the future is like an unwritten book it is not something we see
in a crystal ball or can only hope to predict like the weather in this volume of the mit
press s essential knowledge series nick montfort argues that the future is something to
be made not predicted montfort offers what he considers essential knowledge about
the future as seen in the work of writers artists inventors and designers mainly in
western culture who developed and described the core components of the futures they
envisioned montfort s approach is not that of futurology or scenario planning instead
he reports on the work of making the future the thinkers who devoted themselves to
writing pages in the unwritten book douglas engelbart alan kay and ted nelson didn t
predict the future of computing for instance they were three of the people who made it
montfort focuses on how the development of technologies with an emphasis on digital
technologies has been bound up with ideas about the future readers learn about
kitchens of the future and the vision behind them literary utopias from plato s republic
to edward bellamy s looking backward and charlotte perkins gilman s herland the
futurama exhibit at the 1939 new york world s fair and what led up to tim berners lee s
invention of the world wide montfort describes the notebook computer as a human
centered alterative to the idea of the computer as a room sized giant brain speculative
practice in design and science fiction and throughout the best ways to imagine and
build the future
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