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with his seven legal thrillers all published since 1989 john grisham has won a huge following of readers and set a standard few contributors to the genre
can match because of the success of his novels the legal thriller is the most popular genre in american fiction today in this study pringle explains how
grisham s legal thriller evolved from the thriller tradition and borrowed from the heroic romance novel gothic novel crime novel and detective fiction she
shows how his novels examine contemporary social and legal problems that do not have simple solutions ecology ethnic relations capital punishment
corporate greed and health insurance and how he depicts both the legal system and lawyers in their best and worst lights following a biographical chapter
that focuses on grisham s childhood in arkansas education political career and development as a writer pringle examines the legal thriller its antecedents
and grisham s contribution to the genre an individual chapter is devoted to analysis of each of his novels each chapter synopsizes the novel discusses its
reception by critics and features sections on plot development character development social historical context and issues and an alternative critical
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perspective from which to approach the novel such as psychoanalytic theory or feminist criticism the work includes a complete bibliography of grisham s
work critical sources and list of reviews of all of his novels because of grisham s popularity with adults and young adults and the contemporary issues he
raises this study is valuable to students book discussion group participants and other interested readers and is an essential purchase for school and public
libraries

with the publication of her novel annie john in 1985 jamaica kincaid entered the ranks of the best novelists of her generation her three autobiographical
novels annie john lucy and autobiography of my mother and collection of short stories at the bottom of the river touch on the universal theme of coming
of age and the female adolescent s need to sever her ties to her mother this angst is couched in the social landscape of post colonial antigua a small
caribbean island whose legacy of racism affects kincaid s protagonists her fiction rewrites the history of the caribbean from a west indies perspective and
this milieu colors the experiences of her characters following a biographical chapter paravisini gebert traces the development of kincaid s craft as a writer
each of the novels and the collection of short stories is discussed in a separate chapter that includes sections on plot character theme and an alternate
critical approach from which to read the novel such as feminist a complete primary and secondary bibliography and lists of selected reviews of kincaid s
work complete the study

it will help chrichton s readers learn more about how significant events in his life affected the development of his fiction and literary style and how the
heritage of popular fiction including mystery gothic adventure and science fiction influenced his writing this study provides close textual analysis of each
novel by focusing on plot character development theme and critical interpretation

a critical companion to christopher nolan provides a wide ranging exploration of christopher nolan s films practices and collaborations from a range of
critical perspectives this volume examines nolan s body of work explores its industrial and economic contexts and interrogates the director s auteur status
this volume contributes to the scholarly debates on nolan and includes original essays that examine all his films including his short films it is structured
into three sections that deal broadly with themes of narrative and time collaborations and relationships and ideology politics and genre the authors of the
sixteen chapters include established nolan scholars as well as academics with expertise in approaches and perspectives germane to the study of nolan s
body of work to these ends the chapters employ intersectional feminist political ideological narrative economic aesthetic genre and auteur analysis in
addition to perspectives from star theory short film theory performance studies fan studies adaptation studies musicology and media industry studies
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a critical companion to jane campion offers an in depth analysis of the director s work and offers an enriching view of the theoretical artistic and cinematic
dimensions of her films contributors draw on a variety of perspectives to provide innovative readings of campion s oeuvre that will surely spark new
discussions

this book is designed to guide readers through dostoevsky s the idiot first published in 1869 and generally considered to be his most mysterious and
confusing work

baker and gibson show that while vidal s novels are tremendously entertaining they are also serious examinations of a recurring theme the decline of the
west in general and the decline of the united states in particular

provides an exploration of the man his writing and the impact and influence of his literary output offers an account of welch s life as a blackfoot indian and
as a poet and novelist explores the themes and genres investigated in his writing

each chapter deals with one novel and includes sections on plot and narrative structure character development and thematic concerns russell also draws
comparisons to other novels in king s canon she shows how king uses horror science fiction and suspense to explore human relationships how he
expands traditional approaches to the genre by combining elements of the various genres in his fiction and how he has continued to grow as an artist
throughout his career

one of america s most noted contemporary novelists john irving has created a body of fiction of extraordinary range moving with ease from romance to
fairytale to thriller although his fiction follows in the tradition of the great 19th century world novelists he is a quintessential american writer his novels are
laced with broad humor farce and absurd situations he does not hesitate to tackle the troubling issues that have faced our nation in the past few decades
such as war racism sexism abortion violence and aids this study offers a clear accessible reading of irving s fiction it analyzes in turn all of his novels from
setting free the bears 1968 to his newest novel a widow for one year 1998 it also provides the reader with a complete bibliography of irving s fiction as well
as selected reviews and criticism following a biographical chapter on irving s life an overview of his fiction explores his work in light of his literary heritage
and use of a variety of genres each of the following chapters examines an individual novel setting free the bears 1968 the water method man 1972 the 158
pound marriage 1973 the world according to garp 1976 the hotel new hampshire 1981 the cider house rules 1985 a prayer for owen meany 1989 a son of
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the circus 1994 and a widow for one year 1998 the discussion of each novel includes sections on plot and character development thematic issues and a
new and fresh critical approach from which to read the novel campbell explores the great moral range in irving s novels she shows that all his novels deal
with a character s quest to discover the self a journey of raw energy that touches us because we recognize it as our own this study will help readers to
appreciate the experimental fiction that is irving s trademark and his ability to capture the essence of american life in the last part of the twentieth century

offers a critical introduction to the works of stephen king providing a brief biography and critical treatments of his eight most recent novels

provides critical analyses of four novels by feminist writer barbara kingsolver and includes biographical information about the author

this volume considers the russian writer bulgakov s work the master and margarita it opens with the editor s general introduction discussing the work in
the context of the writer s oeuvre as well as its place within the russian literary tradition the introductory section also includes considerations of existing
translations and of textual problems in the original russian the following sections contain several wide ranging articles by other scholars primary sources
and background material such as letters memoirs early reviews and maps

close examination of each of clancy s eight novels helping the reader with explication of clancy s wide ranging and often difficult subject matter one of the
most topical contemporary writers clancy has written of the cold war terrorism the vietnam war the drug culture and trade wars a biographical chapter
discusses clancy s life and career and the critical response to his work

ken follett had the purest of motives when he began writing fiction he did it for the money but after ieye of the needle r catapulted him to success and
secured his reputation as a master of the spy thriller he both built on that success with other spy thrillers and experimented equally successfully with other
genres such as the family saga and the historical romance this is the first full length study of his work and it includes individual examinations of each of his
major novels from eye of the needle 1978 to a place called freedom 1995 as well as his early novels following a chapter on follett s life and career turner
discusses in depth follett s early novels and his one nonfiction work on the wings of eagles a genre chapter examines follett s use of historical settings and
his use of the genres of spy thriller saga and historical romance in his novels the rest of the study is devoted to an individual examination of each of his
novels in turn with subsections on plot character theme point of view and literary devices turner also offers an alternative critical approach to reading each
novel such as psychoanalytical marxist or reader response to give the reader another perspective from which to read and discuss it a complete
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bibliography of follett s fiction general criticism and biographical sources and listings of reviews of all the novels examined in the study completes the
work the only study of one of the best selling writers today who appeals to adults and young adults alike this is a key purchase for schools and public
libraries

unlike anything currently available a critical companion to tim burton is a comprehensive up to date analysis of all the works of one of the world s most
renowned directors and artists written by some of the top scholars working in fields as diverse as philosophy film and media studies and literature all
chapters of this book illuminate for both scholars and fans alike the entire artistic career of burton giving attention to both his early works and his global
blockbusters

scott turow is a novelist lawyer and humanist who has fused his two passions writing and the law to create challenging novels that raise significant legal
issues and test the justice of present laws in all of his books turow reveals the moral ambiguities that afflict both accuser and accused and challenges his
readers to reconsider their preconceived notions of justice beginning with one l his first published work about the first year law school experience turow
continues to capture his readers imaginations with books such as presumed innocent and burden of proof

this study examines james herriot s five major books as carefully crafted volumes of autobiography based on the building block of the short story in each
of these works herriot explores the fundamental choice of values underlying a happy and successful life in his vision the bonds of affection and mutual
dependence between all creatures human and animal form an enduring theme that lies at the heart of the choices he makes in his personal and
professional life this study will help the reader to understand the relationship between herriot s stories and each book as a whole and to appreciate herriot
s work in the context of twentieth century anxieties about identity and meaning following a biographical chapter that describes the relationship between
herriot s life and literary work rossi discusses the genre of autobiography the relationship between truth and fiction in modern autobiography and herriot
s use of the genre a separate chapter is then devoted to each of herriot s works in turn all creatures great and small all things bright and beautiful all
things wise and wonderful the lord god made them all and every living thing the discussion of each work includes sections on plot development and
narrative structure character development thematic issues and alternative critical approaches that may be fruitfully applied to the book helpful appendices
contain identifications of minor characters in the works a complete bibliography of all of james herriot s works critical sources and a listing of reviews of all
of his works completes the volume because of the popularity of herriot s work among adults and young adults this companion will be a key purchase for
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school and public libraries

although best known for the thorn birds her blockbuster family saga set in her native australia colleen mccullough is a versatile novelist who has written in
a variety of genres this is the first full length examination of her work it highlights her versatility and her refusal to be confined to any one genre or type of
writing even though that refusal has lost her part of the wide readership she gained with ithe thorn birds r demarr discusses analyzes and evaluates each
of mccullough s eight novels in turn relates it to the genre to which it belongs and compares it to her other work this study also features a biographical
chapter and a chapter which discusses the variety of genres in which mccullough has written demarr shows how mccullough s romances tim and the
ladies of missalonghi and her other novels which make heavy use of romance elements the thorn birds and an indecent obession differ dramatically from
each other she also compares mccullough s novels of ideas a creed for the third millennium and the three recent historical novels set in ancient rome the
masters of rome series each novel or series is discussed in a separate chapter which contains sections on plot development and structure character
development setting style and themes each novel is also examined from an alternate critical approach such as feminist allegorical anti generic and
deconstructionist criticism to widen the reader s perspective a complete bibliography of mccullough s work general criticism and listings of reviews of each
novel complete the work this work will be of particular interest to public and school libraries
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