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goes beyond the media stereotype of fashionable parties in north tehran to examine the quotidian realities of how society has evolved in iran

since the 1979 revolution

insightful and informative mehdi moslem s is the first book to provide a detailed account of iran s post revolutionary politics a profound

analysis of the diverse political sociocultural economic and foreign policy issues that have engulfed revolutionary islamic iran since its

inception this book is not only a must read for those interested in contemporary iran but also an indispensable book for teachers of

contemporary middle east affairs and scholars of islamic politics since the landslide victory of president mohammed khatami in may 1997

the official line of the islamic republic of iran has been a study in contradictions on one hand khatami condemned iran s past fanaticism

declaring his nation eager to embrace global standards based on mutual respect between nations regardless of ideologies on the other hand an

opposing faction continues to perpetrate iran s enmity toward the west america in particular these two main factions also present competing

versions of current national policies and consequently the regime appears simultaneously to be practical and ideological and to outsiders

unfathomable

this volume explores the directions the islamic regime and more importantly the iranian society and nation are likely to take in the 1990s it

evaluates the changes and reforms of the last three years and provides a basis for sketching the potential future directions of iran s domestic

evolution and foreign relations
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this study examines the sources characteristics and implications of post khomeini iran s foreign policy it concentrates on two geographic

zones of interest one composed of the countries which surround iran the other comprised of islamic governments and movements beyond

iran s borders it argues that fears not just ambitions have yielded a policy increasingly co operative especially in the economic sphere yet in

some respects still confrontational

for iran the years since ayatollah khomeini s death have been dominated by the need for political consolidation and economic reconstruction

the book assesses the critical dilemmas of the regime both previous to and since the demise of its first spiritual leader the vital issues of

political succession and constitutional reform are addressed contributing to an analysis of the structures and politics of power how these have

reflected upon economic policy is considered with close atttention being given to the reform policies of rafsanjani foreign policy and security

issues are discussed in both regional and global terms and include a study of iranian defence strategy and its controversial re armament drive

the final chapter examines the direction and context of all of these major policy areas providing an analysis of whether the islamic republic

truly represents a revolutionary alternative for the third world or whether in fact it has developed in time to fall within a similar mould to

other notable revolutions casting by the wayside any uniquely islamic agenda and alternatives at the heart of this study is the belief that the

islamic regime has since the cease fire with iraq but more specifically since ayatollah khomeini s death passed into a new stage of

development referred to in the book as the second republic

saïd amir arjomand paints a subtle and perceptive portrait of contemporary iran this work a sequel to arjomand s acclaimed the turban for
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the crown examines iran under the successors of ayatollah khomeini up to the present day arjomand draws clear distinctions between the

moderates of the initial phrase of the revolution radicals pragmatists and hardliners the latter best exemplified by mahmud ahmadinejad

bringing the work up to the present arjomand analyzes iran s foreign policy including the impact of the fall of communism on iran and

ahmadinejad s nuclear policy

three years after the departure of the ayatollah rouhallah khomeini iran s political future remains uncertain this volume explores the

directions the islamic regime and more importantly the iranian society and nation are likely to take in the 1990s the study begins with a brief

historical survey of iran s political institutions its sociocultural traits and its economic and military conditions as well as its foreign policy

orientation at the time of the revolution it follows with a summary of the political social and economic changes the islamic revolution

introduced these serve as benchmarks against which to measure the changes and reforms of the last three years and provide a basis for

sketching the potential future directions of iran s domestic evolution and foreign relations

offering a perspective on the dynamics of post khomeini foreign policy in iran this work seeks to identify the sources tensions and dilemmas

of restructuring policy in the post cold war era special attention is given to iran s persian gulf policy and to iran s new central asia caucasus

policy

ask most americans and they ll tell you that presidential campaigns get dirtier and more negative with every election this text suggests that
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this may not be as true as we think and shows that over the last dozen elections negativity may have been well publicised but hasn t

increased
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