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surveys the history of religion identifies four ways of being religious and discusses

secularism skepticism nihilism and humanism

with the aid of hundreds of photographs an in depth exploration of the role of

religion an innovative thematic presentation of the role of religion in human society
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from traditional cultures to the modern world this comprehensive account will prove
invaluable for students experts or the interested general readers seeking an
understanding of the nature and significance of diverse religious experience drawing
from all major religious traditions in the world as well as a variety of non religious
disciplines such as psychology philosophy and sociology momen s informative study

covers everything from art and history to theology and the world wide

freedom of religion a comparative law perspective consists of five chapters looking
at freedom of religion particularly the display of religious symbols in poland italy
hungary and the united states it provides a concise and very insightful look into the
legal regimes of four nations allowing reader to get a solid comparative view of
public religious displays in these countries each chapter has sufficient depth and
overall this edited volume will be a useful resource to scholars and jurists in this
area dr james c phillips stanford university s constitutional law center the presented
volume leads to an in depth reflection on the issue of the display of religious
symbols in the public sphere which is widely discussed today most of the articles
prove that secularism of the contemporary state ruled by law targets christian
symbolism cross cradle the decalogue christian religious symbols shall always be
inscribed in the temporal order otherwise they have no chance to be displayed in
the public sphere in this way the rights of catholic believers as one of the dominant
religious groups are restricted in the name of the protection of religious and
areligious minorities as a result the aim is to bring about the actual equality of all
religions and ultimately the final removal of the christian tradition from western
culture against this background polish as well as hungarian and italian judicial
decisions present a different approach which as the authors of the volume prove
presents a position in favour of the presence of religious symbolism in the public
sphere the multifaceted evaluation of the inconsistency casuistry and nuance of the
jurisprudence of the us supreme court is extremely creative and interesting it allows
to conclude that the jurisprudence of the us supreme court which usually limits the
presence of religious symbols in the public forum has not yet become universally
binding the pluralism of philosophical and religious attitudes still constitutes the
axiological core of american democracy prof dr hab andrzej dziadzio jagiellonian

university in krakow

the overwhelming majority of people in the world 85 are religious and more
religions are now practiced in the united states than in any other country religion
plays a critical role in international politics in the global economy and in a wide
variety of social and cultural interactionson the domestic front even though religion
is such an integral part of today s world many americans have difficulty discussing

it publicly they are often unfamiliar with any religion but their own finding other
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religions mysterious or even threatening offering a brief and accessible point of
entry into the subject rethinking religion a concise introduction begins by
highlighting the significance of religion in modern society and providing a simple
definition that goes beyond vague notions of faith or belief in god drawing
materialfrom a diverse range of religions including hinduism buddhism judaism
christianity islam and primal religions author will deming walks readers through thirty
examples of how religions work exploring the significance of religious events and
pronouncements he also considers several topicsthat continue to fascinate and
challenge westerners the ethics of studying someone else s religion the truth of
religion the possibilities for preferring one religion over another religious pluralism
and the contentious dialogue between science and religion enhanced by an
innovative glossary of religious terms and numerous pictures and analyses of
everyday religious activities rethinking religion a concise introduction is ideal for
introducing students to the concept of religion and for courses in comparative and
world religions it is alsocaptivating reading for theologians scholars and anyone

interested in the topic

latin america plays an increasingly important role in the development of modern
christianity yet it has been underrepresented in current scholarship on religion and
science in this first book on the subject contributors explore the different ways that

religion and science relate to each other

this updated textbook unravels the complex issues related to methodology and
theory in the study of religion it equips students with the knowledge needed for the
academic study of religion explaining the history of the methodology including ideas
of key theorists and discusses key issues in the field such as gender
phenomenology and the insider outsider discourse updated throughout additional
material includes new chapter on colonialism and post colonialism new chapter on
insider outsider discourse coverage of cyber religion and the internet as a research
tool in religious studies study and classroom features in each chapter include
chapter outlines case studies boxed key concepts discussion questions chapter
bibliographies the text is illustrated throughout with 35 images and extra resources

can be found online including additional coverage of levels of religion

over the past three decades migration has become the main driver of population
growth or of preventing its decrease in many eu countries the presence of so many
families with a migrant background is however to some extent an unexpected
phenomenon arising from the permanent settlement of migrant guest workers
expected to be temporary residents and from other unplanned processes such as

decolonization and the influx of asylum seekers moreover family reunification is
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today one of the main legal channels by which migrants come to europe so it is no
coincidence that the main issues animating european public debate on inter ethnic
coexistence involve family religion and the relationships between genders and
generations finally the migrant family has to some extent become a lens through
which to analyze many key topics connected with the present and future of
european societies this work migrant families and religious belonging is a collection
of nine essays exploring the relationship between family religion and immigration
these essays mainly focus on the integration process with particular attention to the
experience of migrants offspring the book consists of an introductory chapter and
four thematic sections and topics covered include gender equality forced marriages
child fostering care and religious radicalization the relationship between family
religion and immigration provides a fascinating perspective to explore and shed light
on european society today the book will be of interest to a wide range of

academics researchers and practitioners

seeing through religion is a cutting edge textbook designed to help students in their
study and research of the world s religious traditions providing the tools to learn
this valuable subject theoretically mcgovern argues that religion isn t a thing out
there in the world it s the glasses on your face through which you see the world
shaped by western history and in particular christianity by exploring the major
religious traditions and comparing stereotypes about them to reality this textbook
establishes how the lens of religion systematically distorts our perception of the
world topics covered include what is religion colonialism and the two faces of
orientalism islam does fear imply difference buddhism a philosophy or a religion
hinduism a polytheistic or a monotheistic religion chinese religion what is it and
where can we find it indian religions how can one religion include another tibetan
buddhism is it still buddhism judaism a religion or an ethnicity indigenous traditions
what gets counted as a religion secularism can we put religion in a box how is the
way we think about religion influenced by the theology of martin luther how does
the christian paradigm of religion distort our perception of christianity itself this
textbook not only provides a survey of important religious traditions but also guides
the reader on how to study religion in a methodologically sophisticated way this
innovative volume is essential reading for those who want a contemporary and

engaging approach to the study of world religions

though considered by devotees to be perhaps the most potent expression of
religious faith dying for one s god is also one of the most difficult concepts to

understand this work seeks to foster a greater understanding of these acts

first published in 2000 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company
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the multi national region of europe situated between the german speaking lands and
those of the former soviet union has witnessed various forms of nationalism over

the last 200 years this book seeks to explain these eastern european nationalisms
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