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this volume brings together a number of distinguished scholars in the field of poema de mio cid
studies it provides an informed introduction to key literary aspects of the poem and thoroughly
examines many of the complex issues that are crucial for a comprehensive understanding of the
work historical context ideological motivations prosification in medieval chronicles the poem s
place in the canon of spanish literature equally important are the new findings that have been
put forward since the 1970s when scholars started to challenge ramén menéndez pidal s
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theories that had dominated the philological discourse since the beginning of the twentieth
century contributors are matthew bailey simon barton francisco bautista juan carlos bayo julve
federico corriente leonardo funes luis galvan fernando gémez redondo eukene lacarra lanz
salvatore luongo georges martin alberto montaner javier rodriguez molina mercedes vaquero
roger wright and irene zaderenko

there s more to spanish literature than don quixote in addition to miguel de cervantes saavedra
s immortal classic spain produced the earliest evidence of works in a romance dialect debuted
the picaresque genre and introduced the don juan figure to the world this guide analyzes the
merits and shortcomings of nearly 300 english translations of 100 major works of spanish
literature in poetry prose and theater each entry summarizes the importance of the author and
the work discusses elements of the translations such as the source text formats supplementary
material and translators methodology and provides commentary that evaluates the fidelity and
readability of the translations and the utility of the supplementary material

this book makes available for the first time in english translation four of the principal narrative
sources for the history of the spanish kingdom of ledn castile during the 11th and12th centuries
the four chronicles were all composed in an unprecedented surge of spanish historical writing
between c 1110 and ¢ 1150 three of them focus primarily upon the activities of the kings of ledn
castile as leaders of the reconquest of spain from the forces of islam and especially upon
fernando i 1037 65 his son alfonso vi 1065 1109 and the latter s grandson alfonso vii 1126 57
the fourth chronicle is a biography of the hero rodrigo diaz better remembered as el cid and is
the main source of information about his extraordinary career as a mercenary soldier who
fought for christians and muslims alike

rodrigo diaz el cid legendaryhero of spain champion of the spanish chivralry against the moslem
centre of hundred tales of which some are manifestly incredible was he a man or a myth

rodrigo diaz the legendary warrior knight of eleventh century castile known as el cid is still
honored in spain as a national hero for liberating the fatherland from the occupying moors yet
as this book reveals there are many contradictions between eleventh century reality and the
mythology that developed later by placing el cid in a fresh historical context fletcher shows us
an adventurous soldier of fortune who was of a type one of a number of cids or bosses who
flourished in eleventh century spain but the el cid of legend the national hero was unique in
stature even in his lifetime before his death el cid was already celebrated in a poem
posthumously he was immortalized in the great epic poema de mio cid when he died in valencia
in 1099 he was ruler of an independent principality he had carved for himself in eastern spain
rather than the zealous christian leader many believe him to have been rodrigo emerges in
fletcher s study as a mercenary equally at home in the feudal kingdoms of northern spain and
the exotic moorish lands of the south selling his martial skills to christian and muslim alike
indeed his very title derives from the arabic word sayyid meaning lord or master and as there
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was little if any sense of spanish nationhood in the eleventh century he can hardly be credited
for uniting a medieval spanish nation this ground breaking inquiry into the life and times of el cid
disentangles fact from myth to create a striking portrait of an extraordinary man clearly
showing how and why legend transformed him into something he was not during his lifetime
from publisher description

reprint of the original first published in 1872 the publishing house anatiposi publishes historical
books as reprints due to their age these books may have missing pages or inferior quality our
aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not get lost

this study of el cid first published in english in 1934 is by the leading authority on the medieval
history and literature of spain the cid occupies a unique position among national heroes others
such as king arthur and roland are but shadowy figures in the historical record but el cid is very
much better documented this book also paints a striking picture of eleventh century spain
bringing out the importance of the country as a link between christian and muslim civilization

this title is part of uc press s voices revived program which commemorates university of
california press s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice
reach and impact drawing on a backlist dating to 1893 voices revived makes high quality peer
reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print on demand technology this title was
originally published in 1955

cultures across the globe have embraced epics stories of memorable deeds by heroic characters
whose actions have significant consequences for their lives and their communities
incorporating narrative elements also found in sacred history chronicle saga legend romance
myth folklore and the novel epics throughout history have both animated the imagination and
encouraged reflection on what it means to be human teaching world epics addresses ancient
and more recent epic works from africa europe mesoamerica and east central and south asia
that are available in english translations useful to instructors of literature peace and conflict
studies transnational studies women s studies and religious studies the essays in this volume
focus on epics in sociopolitical and cultural contexts on the adaptation and reception of epic
works and on themes that are especially relevant today such as gender dynamics and politics
national identity colonialism and imperialism violence and war this volume includes discussion
of ludovico ariosto s orlando furioso giulia bigolina s urania the book of dede korkut luis vaz de
camoes s os lusiadas david of sassoun the epic of askia mohammed the epic of gilgamesh the
epic of sun jata alonso de ercillay zaniga s la araucana homer s iliad and odyssey kalevala kebra
nagast kudrun the legend of pollZlivaZa nadu the mahabharata manas john milton s paradise lost
mwindo the nibelungenlied poema de mio cid popol wuj the ramayana the shahnameh sirat bani
hilal edmund spenser s the faerie queene statius s thebaid the tale of the heike three kingdoms
gaspar pérez de villagra s historia de la nueva méxico and virgil s aeneid
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i enjoy history genealogy legends and curiosities when i discovered that i was the 26th great
grandson of el cid i decided to research and gather information about this historical and
legendary spanish figure rodrigo diaz de vivar el cid campeador was born in 1049 in vivar burgos
spain and passed away on july 10 1099 in valencia spain the biography and genealogy of rodrigo
diaz de vivar el cid present special challenges for historians because he was quickly elevated to
the status of a national hero in castile with much legend surrounding his name
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