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from award winning historian mark mazower dark continent europe s twentieth century retells the story of a century of division charting the

struggles of rival ideologies to create a new world order for mankind the end of the first world war saw old empires swept away and the

opportunity to build a better society from the ruins yet the result was division and bloodshed on an unprecedented scale as liberal democracy

communism and fascism struggled against one another for mastery of the world dark continent radically overturns the myth of europe as a safe

haven of democracy to redefine our view of the twentieth century original thought provoking iconoclastic frank mclynn irish times fascinating

and forceful martin gilbert literary review mazower leaves us in this wonderful book with an account of our century that anyone who takes an

interest in europe s present and future will enlarge their mind by reading john keegan daily telegraph there are few who can walk with a j p

taylor one is mark mazower a tour de force alex danchev tls combines narrative verve with wise and humane analysis for anyone who wants to

know how europe came to be the way it is in the years since 1900 this is the work to provide the answers david cannadine observer books of the

year mark mazower is the author of inside hitler s greece the balkans which won the wolfson prize for history salonika city of ghosts which won

both the runciman prize and the duff cooper prize and hitler s empire
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pioneering study of the transition from war to peace and the birth of humanitarian rights after the great war

stalin fabricated the myth that the germans carried out the katyń massacre and the west accepted it while always suspecting the reality in the

same way each country tried to forget the more painful memories of its past and construct its own mythology the germans were never taken to

task at nuremberg for bombing because the anglo americans virtually carried out a war of annihilation the french gaullist myth was that it was

decadent politicians who caused the defeat and that fighting france freed itself in a similar vein the italian resistance was fostered as a myth and

used postwar to cover the fascist period of their history british and american popular history tends to portray their countries as the main victors

often ignoring the massive russian contribution and generally concentrates on the barbarity of the eastern war much is forgotten and much

enhanced both incidents and leaders the italian military historian of this book writes in depth about the italian war so often ignored in western

history and tackles the myth of italian cowardice while the british author takes a cold calculated look at anglo american leaders such as

montgomery mountbatten clark patton and questions the myth of the special relationship between great britain and the usa as well as the official

and unofficial amnesia relating to self inflicted gas wounds in italy

this is a history of 1968 written from a new perspective that of center right student activists in west germany based on oral history interviews

and new archival sources it examines the ideas experiences and repertoires of center right students in this age of protest writing these activists

back into the history of 1968 and its afterlives including student protest cultural revolt internationalism debates about left wing violence and the

terror of the red army faction the memory wars of the 1980s and beyond reveals that this was a broader more versatile and ultimately more
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consequential phenomenon than the traditionally narrower focus on a left wing minority allows other 68ers demonstrates that we need a more

nuanced history of the 1968 generation and of generational conflict during these years student activists comprised individuals from across the

political spectrum who often had very different ideas about what kind of a society they envisaged and how to address the shortcomings of west

german democracy 1968 was a moment of intense political conflict but it also played out within the student body and nurtured contrasting

identities this book shows that the center right involvement in 1968 had real consequences many of the protagonists of this book would go on to

pursue high profile political careers and leave their mark on west german political culturey other 68ers therefore sheds fresh light on how west

germany s center right dealt with the crisis of hegemony and political identity it experienced in the wake of 1968 how it coped with generational

change how it transformed and modernized after losing power at the national level for the first time in 1969 and how it managed to re emerge

so successfully in the 1980s

on 24 july 1923 the last treaty ending hostilities in the great war was signed at lausanne in switzerland that treaty closed a decade of violence

jay winter tells the story of what happened on that day on the shores of lake geneva diplomats statesmen and soldiers came from ankara and

athens from london paris and rome and from other capital cities to affirm that war was over the treaty they signed fixed the boundaries of

present day greece and turkey and marked a beginning of a new phase in their history that was its major achievement but it came at a high price

the treaty contained within it a compulsory population exchange agreement by that measure greek orthodox citizens of turkey with the exception

of those living in constantinople lost the right of citizenship and residence in that state so did muslim citizens of greece except for residents of

western thrace this exchange of nearly two million people introduced to the peace conference by nobel prize winner and humanitarian fridtjof
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nansen provided a solution to the immense refugee problem arising out of the greek turkish war at the same time it introduced into international

law a definition of citizenship defined not by language or history or ethnicity but solely by religion this set a precedent for ethnic cleansing

followed time and again later in the century and beyond the second price of peace was the burial of commitments to the armenian people that

they would have a homeland in the lands from which they had been expelled tortured and murdered in the genocide of 1915 this book tells the

story of the peace conference and its outcome it shows how peace came before justice and how it set in motion forces leading to the global war

that followed in 1939

at the end of world war ii the allies faced a threefold challenge how to punish perpetrators of appalling crimes for which the categories of

genocide and crimes against humanity had to be coined how to explain that these had been committed by germany of all nations and how to

reform germans the allied answer to this conundrum was the application of historical reasoning to legal procedure in the thirteen nuremberg

trials held between 1945 and 1949 and in corresponding cases elsewhere a concerted effort was made to punish key perpetrators while at the

same time providing a complex analysis of the nazi state and german history building on a long debate about germany s divergence from a

presumed western path of development allied prosecutors sketched a historical trajectory which had led germany to betray the western model

historical reasoning both accounted for the moral breakdown of a civilised nation and rendered plausible arguments that this had indeed been a

collective failure rather than one of a small criminal clique the prosecutors therefore carefully laid out how institutions such as private enterprise

academic science the military or bureaucracy which looked ostensibly similar to their opposite numbers in the allied nations had been corrupted

in germany even before hitler s rise to power while the argument depending on individual protagonists subject matters and contexts met with
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uneven success in court it offered a final twist which was of obvious appeal in the cold war to come if germany had lost its way it could still be

brought back into the western fold the first comprehensive study of the nuremberg trials the betrayal thus also explores how history underpins

transitional trials as we encounter them in today s courtrooms from arusha to the hague

violence analyzes both the violence exerted on the societies of central and eastern europe during the twentieth century by belligerent powers and

authoritarian and or totalitarian regimes and armed conflicts between ethnic social and national groups as well as the interaction between these

two phenomena throughout the twentieth century central and eastern europe was hit particularly hard by war violence and repression with armed

conflicts in the balkans at the start and end of the period and two world wars in between in the shadow of these full scale wars ethnic social and

national conflicts were intensified found new forms and were violently played out the interwar period witnessed the emergence of authoritarian

states who enforced their claim to power through continued violence against political opponents stigmatized ethnic national and social groups

and were themselves fought with subversive or terrorist techniques this volume focuses specifically on physical violence war and civil war

ethnic cleansing systematic starvation policies deportations and expulsions forced labour and prison camps persecution by state security such as

intensive surveillance which had an enormous impact on the lives of those it affected and other forms of government oppression and militant

resistance geographically it considers the western regions of belarus and ukraine as sites of extreme violence that had a noticeable impact on

neighbouring central and eastern european countries as well the concluding volume in a four volume set on central and eastern europe in the

twentieth century it is the go to resource for those interested in violence in this complex region
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the german revolution of november 1918 is nowadays largely forgotten outside germany it is generally regarded as a failure even by those who

have heard of it a missed opportunity which paved the way for the rise of the nazis and the catastrophe to come robert gerwarth argues here that

to view the german revolution in this way is a serious misjudgement not only did it bring down the authoritarian monarchy of the hohenzollern

it also brought into being the first ever german democracy in an amazingly bloodless way focusing on the dramatic events between the last

months of the first world war in 1918 and hitler s munich putsch of 1923 robert gerwarth illuminates the fundamental and deep seated ways in

which the november revolution changed germany in doing so he reminds us that while it is easy with the benefit of hindsight to write off the

1918 revolution as a failure this failure was not somehow pre ordained in 1918 the fate of the german revolution remained very much an open

book

in 1938 on the eve of war a nazi expedition set out through british india on a mission sponsored by himmler himself their aim was to find the

roots of the aryan people high in the sacred mountains of tibet it was led by two complex individuals one ernst schafer a swashbuckling

naturalist who was using the nazis to pursue his own ends the other bruno beger so committed to the cause he ended up conducting experiments

on prisoners in auschwitz the expedition quickly found itself battling hostility from the british being manipulated by the tibetans and struggling

with the primitive conditions of lhasa every step was recorded in diaries letters and reports back to delhi and london by the suspicious british

and to berlin by the germans it was also documented in masses of extraordinary photographs many of which are reproduced here

this book draws on the latest archival releases including those from the secret world of british intelligence to offer the first comprehensive
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analysis of anglo turkish relations during the second world war with a particular emphasis on turkey s place in the changing relationship

between britain and the soviet union

hinds takes offers a fresh perspective on the social political and economic disturbances now affecting our world this book looks at those

disturbances not as separate problems but rather as the coherent symptoms of a deep technological revolution that is changing the shape of

society on the scale of the industrial revolution the connectivity revolution the basis of the new economy analyzing the resistance to change that

erupted violently in response to that last major economic upheaval hinds shows how communism nazism and fundamentalism owe their

triumphs not to the prevalence of poverty or oppression but to the rigidity of societies threatened by profound social changes prompted by rapid

technological progress demonstrating that their rigidity was caused by the same kind of state intervention in the economy that is now being

proposed to stop globalization he argues persuasively that only a horizontal flexible society can smoothly manage change in such a way that the

pain of transformation and therefore the risk of giving birth to new varieties of destructive regimes is minimized

through extensive original research melissa feinberg assembles a compelling account of how early czech progress in women s rights tied to

democratic reforms eventually lost momentum in the face of political challenges facing the state in a young republic elusive equality offers a

prism to help sharpen our view of the evolution of twentieth century european democracy and provides a cautionary tale for all who want to see

democratic governments thrive book jacket

mastering the machine revisited is about the connection between poverty aid and technology it is about the search driven today by greater
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extreme poverty than has ever been known and by a realization that the technologies applied to the problem have severe limitations

the text suggests that the european union is undemocrataic unconstitutional and a threat to british democracy in its second part the future of both

britain and europe is considered and the reinvention of the eu proposed
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