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this book explores the new politics of class in 21st century britain it shows how
the changing shape of the class structure since 1945 has led political parties to
change which has both reduced class voting and increased class non voting this
argument is developed in three stages the first is to show that there has been
enormous social continuity in class divisions the authors demonstrate this using
extensive evidence on class and educational inequality perceptions of inequality
identity and awareness and political attitudes over more than fifty years the second
stage is to show that there has been enormous political change in response to
changing class sizes party policies politicians rhetoric and the social composition of
political elites have radically altered parties offer similar policies appeal less to
specific classes and are populated by people from more similar backgrounds
simultaneously the mass media have stopped talking about the politics of class the
third stage is to show that these political changes have had three major
consequences first as labour and the conservatives became more similar class
differences in party preferences disappeared second new parties most notably ukip
have taken working class voters from the mainstream parties third and most
importantly the lack of choice offered by the mainstream parties has led to a huge
increase in class based abstention from voting working class people have become
much less likely to vote in that sense britain appears to have followed the us down
a path of working class political exclusion ultimately undermining the
representativeness of our democracy they conclude with a discussion of the brexit

referendum and the role that working class alienation played in its historic outcome

the first comparative study of the politics of policy innovation in the field of

unemployment the contributors provide a thorough and lucid analysis of past
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government failures and look to possible future strategies

combining theoretical reflections and empirical insights from paradigmatic case
studies in the area of external energy governance pipeline politics liquefied natural
gas development and offshore petroleum policy and politics this ground breaking
study demonstrates that a distinctive and new politics of energy security is
definitively emerging in the european union innovative not only in regard to the
case studies presented which include the caspian region the baltic mediterrean
countries central asia and eu russia relations but also in regard to the analytical
framework adopted an international political economy approach informed by an
historical institutional perspective the book challenges the common view of the de
politicisation of energy security supported by the mainstream market approach and
the power politics and zero sum game view supported by the geopolitical
perspective this book places the study of eu energy politics in the broader evolving
context of global energy markets and explores the complex interactions between
eu and national political dynamics and between energy security and environmental

concerns at the local level

two of the major forces that have made an impact on west european politics in
recent years have been green and new populist parties while they differ radically in
their ideological positions policy prescriptions and bases of support taken together
they represent the left and right versions of a protest against the general direction
and form of contemporary politics surveying the fortunes of these two types of
parties in different countries the author develops a framework for explaining their
relative success and failure using the specific cases of two swedish protest parties
the green party and new democracy a systematic comparison is made of their
electoral constituencies party organization and elite behaviour to show that there
are common origins similar difficulties but divergent strategies the case study
reveals the different way in which political systems incorporate contemporary left

and right forms of protest
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this title assesses key political initiatives currently being used to pursue gender

equality around the world squires provides a systematic consideration of the

relation between these initiatives and also evaluates the future agendas facing

gender equality advocates and practioners
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