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based on the award winning pbs documentary series ring of fire is this first person
account of the adventures of two english brothers as they explore the astonishingly
rich cultures of the indonesian archipelago their fascinating odyssey began in 1972
with a 2 500 mile voyage through the fabled spice islands in search of the greater bird
of paradise a decade of further exploration followed during which the brothers lived
among the asmat cannibals of papua and the healers of bali came face to face with
the man eating dragons of komodo and encountered the elusive dream wanderers of
borneo amid impenetrable rain forests erupting volcanoes and startling natural
beauty the brothers have captured on film and in words the story of one of the most

captivating and intriguing explorations ever made

fire in the wet tropical climate of indonesia is not a new phenomenon the great fire of
borneo in 1982 83 was one of the worst fire events in recent decades small holders
clearing land for cultivation were primarily blamed for starting fires that rapidly
spread out of control subsequent fires linked to el nino southern oscilation occurred in
1987 1991 1994 and most recently in 1997 98 the impact of the latest fire event is
immense estimates of the area burnt in 1997 vary between two and five million
hectares forest and non forest the number of people affected by smoke haze and fire
at 75 million and the total economic costs in the region at as much as us 4 5 billion
the 1982 83 fires brought the issue to world attention after 1992 three long term
projects were initiated with the objectives of management and monitoring of fires
these were the eu forest fire prevention and control project in southern sumatra 1995
1998 gtz s integrated forest fire management project in east kalimantan 1994 2000
and jica s forest fire prevention and management project in bogor jambi and west
kalimantan 1996 2001 in addition the indonesia uk tropical forest management
programme started in 1992 and comprised a number of components related to fires
as part of its overall improved forest management objective after the 1997 fires
numerous short and long term fire projects were proposed and started others such as

the first phase of the wwf project and the adb s regional reta and national adta
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projects within a short time frame try to cover many aspects of fire problem such as
socio economic assessments fire fighting area estimates economic and policy
assessments and ecological assessments representing a longer term approach cifor
icraf unesco propose an in depth study of the underlying causes and effects of fires in
addition to the international response indonesia has several government agencies
charged with the task of preventing monitoring and controlling land and forest fires
following the forest and land fires of 1994 the national coordination team for land and
forest fire control was established in 1995 interest in fire is only short lived after a
major fire event before the 1994 fires little attention was paid to the fire problem and
missions mainly focussed on control and prevention of fires most of the new

generation of fire projects established in 1997 98 address both issues

from september to november of 1997 raging fires in indonesia pumped enough
smoke into the air to blanket the entire region in haze reaching as far north as
southern thailand and the philippines with malaysia and singapore being particularly
affected this book conservatively assesses the damage at us 4 5 billion more than the
exxon valdez oil spill and india s bhopal chemical spill combined it looks at the causes
of the fires the physical damages that resulted and their effects on heath industrial

production and tourism among others

an eye opening firsthand account of indonesia s campaign of terror in aceh this is the
latest from acclaimed journalist john martinkus whose first book a dirty little war told
the definitive story of east timor s passage to independence in this vivid eye witness
account martinkus lifts the lid on the brutal undeclared war in aceh like east timor
aceh wants independence but it is paying a terrible price and since september 11
things have got much worse this book gets inside a conflict that is happening on

australia s doorstep but no one seems to care

with over 500 ethnic groups living together on an archipelago of 13 670 islands it is
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hard to find another country as diverse and colourful as indonesia one of the most
populous countries in the world tanah air kita the native name for indonesia boasts
more than 40 000 species of flora and many animal species that cannot be found
anywhere else on the planet volcanoes and glaciers rain forests and savannah
grasslands man eating komodo dragons and the one foot tall lesser mouse deer all
call indonesia home this book explores this fascinating nation its people and
government language and arts food and festivals it also takes a long look at how the
country s economy has affected its environment and examines some issues which

this troubled nation is facing

as part of the ring of fire indonesia is one of the most volcanic countries on earth the
archipelago is home to many dormant volcanoes as well as some of the most violent
volcanoes on the planet the infamous mt merapi in java erupts at least once a
decade often with devastating effects most people are aware of the destruction that
volcanoes are capable of causing but few stop to consider how beneficial they are to
the environment and population indonesia s ability to grow crops and sustain its
population is in large part thanks to fertile volcanic soil the country s volcanoes have
literally and figuratively shaped the nation in his approximately 25 years living in
indonesia photographer carl bernd kaehlig has climbed many of these monster
mountains and learnt the myths and legends surrounding them from his local guides
volcanoes of indonesia creators and destroyers is a mesmerising collection of kaehlig
s best photographs which are accompanied by informative captions and an
introductory essay that gives the reader a sense of the importance of these

mountains

nearly ten million hectares were burned by fires that engulfed areas of indonesia in
1997 and 1998 this report shows that the fires were the direct outcome of forest and
land use policies and practices unleashed by the suharto regime and perpetuated by

a corrupt culture of crony capitalism
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summarizes the scale and pace of change affecting indonesia s forests and identifies

the forces and actors driving deforestation
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