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an essential volume for anyone interested in the history of
sociology the development of sociological theory or the history of
women in the profession this well researched compellingly argued
book makes the case for the active and significant presence of
women in the creation of sociology and social theory 1in its
founding and classic periods further lengermann and niebrugge
explain how the women came to be erased from the history of
sociology and identify the political and intellectual currents that
now make their recovery both possible and important the volume
focuses on 15 women in eight chapters each chapter begins with a
biographical sketch situating each thinkers ideas in a historical
social and cultural context next the authors analyze the womans
theory summarizing its underlying assumptions explicating its major
themes and introducing key vocabulary the chapter concludes with
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excerpts from the original texts of the women founders all the
theories discussed in this text share a moral commitment to the
idea that sociology should and could work for the alleviation of
socially produced human pain the ethical duty of the sociologist is
to seek sound scientific knowledge to refuse to make the knowledge
an end in itself to speak for the disempowered to advocate social
reform and to never forget that the appropriate relationship
between researcher and subject is one of mutuality

the theories of talcott parsons are enjoying a revival in the world
of sociology rather than following closely the complex original
prose in an effort to explain the theory in its minutiae holmwood
presents a highly readable non technical critique of several of the
strongest underlying sociological themes and shows how although
flawed in many respects these themes have been recurring in
different forms in the theories of those critical of his work

founders classics and canons have been vitally important in helping
to frame sociology s identity within the academy today a number of
positions feminist postmodernist postcolonial gquestion the status
of tradition in founders classics canons peter baehr defends the
continuing importance of sociology s classics and traditions in a
university education baehr offers arguments against interpreting
defending and attacking sociology s great texts and authors in
terms of founders and canons he demonstrates why in logical and
historical terms discourses and traditions cannot actually be
founded and why the term founder has little explanatory content
equally he takes issue with the notion of canon and argues that the
analogy between the theological canon and sociological classic
texts though seductive is mistaken although he questions the uses
to which the concepts of founder classic and canon have been put
baehr is not dismissive on the contrary he seeks to understand the
value and meaning these concepts have for the people who employ
them in the cultural battle to affirm or attack the liberal
university tradition

this edited volume highlights the work of ten forgotten and
neglected social theorists in the hope of reinvigorating interest
in their work and their potential contributions to the analysis of
contemporary social 1ssues each chapter includes a brief
biographical sketch an overview of the selected theorist s work and
significance and the relevance of their work to one or more
contemporary social issues while other similar texts tend to focus
primarily on intellectual biography our emphasis here 1is on the
scholar s theories and their application to contemporary social
issues we provide a contextualization of each scholar s work using
present day social issues or problems many of these individuals
played a significant role in the development of sociology our hope
is to provide a resource that will help re integrate these
marginalized social theorists rescuing them from obscurity and
elevating their status

this book challenges sociologists and sociology students to think
beyond the construction of social problems to tackle a central
question what do sociologists do with the analytic tools and
academic skills afforded by their discipline to respond to social
problems service sociology posits that a central role of sociology
is not simply to analyse and interpret social problems but to act
in the world in an informed manner to ameliorate suffering and
address the structural causes of these problems this wvolume
provides a unique contribution to this approach to sociology
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exploring the intersection between 1its role as an academic
discipline and its practice in the service of communities and
people with both contemporary and historical analyses the book
traces the legacy characteristics contours and goals of the
sociology of service shedding light on its roots in early american
sociology and its deep connections to activism before examining the
social context that underlies the call for volunteerism community
involvement and non profit organisations as well as the strategies
that have promise in remedying contemporary social problems
presenting examples of concrete social problems from around the
world including issues of democratic participation poverty and
unemployment student involvement 1in microlending disaster
miitigation the organization and leadership of social movements
homelessness activism around hiv aids and service spring breaks
service sociology and academic engagement in social problems
explores the utility of public teaching participatory action
research and service learning in the classroom as a contribution to
the community

founders classics and canons have been vitally important in helping
to frame sociology s identity within the academy today a number of
positions feminist postmodernist postcolonial question the status
of tradition in founders classics canons peter baehr defends the
continuing importance of sociology s classics and traditions in a
university education baehr offers arguments against interpreting
defending and attacking sociology s great texts and authors in
terms of founders and canons he demonstrates why in logical and
historical terms discourses and traditions cannot actually be
founded and why the term founder has little explanatory content
equally he takes issue with the notion of canon and argues that the
analogy between the theological canon and sociological classic
texts though seductive is mistaken although he questions the uses
to which the concepts of founder classic and canon have been put
baehr is not dismissive on the contrary he seeks to understand the
value and meaning these concepts have for the people who employ
them in the cultural battle to affirm or attack the liberal
university tradition

this book presents the often overlooked contributions of 15
extraordinary women sociologists of the 19th and early 20th
centuries their work history and voices lengermann and niebrugge
brantley s thorough text is designed to give students a complete
picture of each woman s contribution to sociology and social theory
they offer for each subject a biographical background a thematic
analysis of the social theory and selections from the woman s own
writings the structure of the book allows instructors to craft
their teaching around the text by focusing each chapter on one
specific sociologist instructors are free to incorporate the text
as they like serving as either a supplement to sociology and women
S studies courses or as a primary text

emile durkheim one of the founding fathers of sociology has been
the subject of many studies but this book is the first to introduce
the individual and collective work of his colleagues and disciples
who formed with him the french school of sociology such an
association of talented scholars was a unique event in the history
of sociology and a decisive landmark in the development of the
discipline in this Dbook examination of the texts of the
durkheimians 1is combined with analysis of the social and
intellectual group attempted to create a new social science in this
respect the present book is also instructive about the birth and
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institutionalisation of academic disciplines in general but
studying the work of the durkheimians goes beyond historical
research the durkeimians can still offer lessons in the exploration
of the territory of sociology an area in which so much virgin land
remains unmapped

the book founding fathers of sociology comte marx spencer durkheim
and weber is a significant collection of the works of auguste comte
herbert spencer karl marx emile durkheim and max weber the book
highlights the biographical sketch approaches perspectives theories
and methodology of these said sociological thinkers

over the course of the last century scholars have furiously debated
four questions concerning the founders and their act of creation
were the framers motivated by their economic interests how
democratic was the framers constitution should we interpret the
founding using philosophical or strictly historical approaches what
traditions of political thought were most important to the framers
in understanding the founding the crucial qguestions alan gibson
examines the preconceptions that scholars bring to these questions
explores the deepest sources of scholars disagreements over them
and suggests new and thoughtful lines of interpretation and inquiry
building on his previous work interpreting the founding which
offers a synoptic overview of the competing perspectives that have
informed modern scholarship on the founders

recoge 1 introduction 2 on founding experiences 3 the major
formative experiences of durkheim 4 the major formative experiences
of weber 5 the formative experiences of durkheim and weber compared
6 the major formative experiences of parsons 7 conclusions the
founding experiences of sociology

based on a comparative study of the theories of such sociologists
as ward sumner keller giddings ross small and cooley this is a
systematic and rigorous analysis of the main features of earlier
sociological theory 1in the usa the author identifies and
characterizes the basic assumptions of early american sociological
thought in terms of an abstract analytical scheme he shows that
early theory focused on social ontological interests the pervasive
ontological stance being evolutionary naturalism within which the
problems of social origins and social change tended to be paramount
he also points out that some sociologists preferred a social
process theory in his final chapter the author suggests the degree
of similarity and dissimilarity of continuity and discontinuity
between earlier and later theory in american sociology and provides
a basis for explaining and interpreting the character of the
prevalent assumptions of one period in american theory in relation
to other periods
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