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exploring a range of poverty experiences socioeconomic moral and spiritual this
collection presents new research by a distinguished group of scholars working in the
medieval and early modern periods collectively they explore both the assumptions and
strategies of those in authority dealing with poverty and the ways in which the poor
themselves tried to contribute to exploit avoid or challenge the systems for dealing
with their situation the studies demonstrate that poverty was by no means a simple
phenomenon it varied according to gender age and geographical location and the way
it was depicted in speech writing and visual images could as much affect how the
poor experienced their poverty as how others saw and judged them using new sources
and adopting new approaches to known sources the authors share insights into the
management and the self management of the poor and search out aspects of the
experience of poverty worthy of note from which can be traced lasting influences on
the continuing understanding and experience of poverty in pre modern europe

bodies abound in rimbaud s poetry in a way that is nearly unprecedented in the
nineteenth century poetic canon lazy creative rule breaking bodies queer bodies
marginalized and impoverished bodies revolting and revolutionary historical bodies the
question that poetry politics and the body seeks to answer is what does this corporeal
density mean for reading rimbaud what kind of sense are we to make of this
omnipresence of the body in the rimbaldian corpus from first to last from the earliest
poems in verse celebrating the sheer simple delight of running away from wherever
one is and stretching one s legs out under a table to the ultimate flight away from
poetry itself in response this book argues that the body appears often literally as a
kind of gap breach or aperture through which rimbaud s poems enter into contact
with history and a larger body of other texts simply put the body is privileged lyrical
material for rimbaud a figure for human beings in their exposed finite creatureliness
and in their unpredictable agency and interconnectedness its presence in the early
work allows us not only to contemplate what a strange sensuous thing it is to be
embodied to be both singular and part of a collective it also allows the poet to
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diagnose and the reader to perceive a set of seemingly intractable real socio economic
political and symbolic problems rimbaud s bodies are in other words utopian bodies
sites where the historical and the lyrical the ideal and the material do not so much
cancel each other out as become caught up in one another

focusing on the influence of the oxford movement on key british poets of the
nineteenth century this book charts their ruminations on the nature of hunger poverty
and economic injustice exploring the works of christina rossetti coventry patmore
gerard manley hopkins adelaide anne procter alice meynell and alfred lord tennyson
lesa scholl examines the extent to which these poets not all of whom were anglo
catholics themselves engaged with the tractarian social vision when grappling with
issues of poverty and economic injustice in and beyond their poetic works by engaging
with economic and cultural history as well as the sensorial materiality of poetry
hunger poetry and the oxford movement challenges the assumption that high church
politics were essentially conservative and removed from the social crises of the

victorian period

shows how medieval italian poets viewed their authorship of poetry as a function of
their engagement in a human community

crasson examines the status of poverty in late medieval england as both a sacred
imitation of christ and a social stigma

a cry of the poor is my tenth book of poetry and a collection of poems from previous
works that focus primarily on social justice issues in addition to creating my own
cover image there are poverty drawings throughout this book which capture the
urgency of the needs of the poor the poetry moves the heart to be compassionate and
to assist those less fortunate than ourselves the starving the refugee the homeless and
the poor in general throughout our world and in our own country of the united states

william langland wrote three distinct versions a b and c of piers plowman scribes and
early editors produced several more combined versions of a and c of the fifty four
more or less complete surviving manuscripts of the poem seventeen are of the b
version which is now the most widely read and also the version with the most
complex textual history all the surviving witnesses are full of errors some the result of
incompetence others the product of sophisticated re writing this book looks at this in
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the context of understanding poverty which the poem famously addresses the book
should be of interest to scholars in the field of medieval literature in general and piers
plowman in particular as well as to cultural historians of poverty it surveys the
medieval understanding of poverty in its many manifestations reviews modern
historians research into the experience of poverty and poor relief in the late fourteenth
century and shows by close readings of piers plowman how langland both responds to
and reflects his contemporary culture and ideology contrary to previous scholarship it
suggests that langland never underestimates the realities of material poverty by
offering only religious consolation for the poor for him care for the poor is the index
of how a society shapes itself ethically this book s subtle and penetrating account of
the moral predicaments of both rich and poor is fully and freshly contextualized
within accounts of medieval poor relief this scholarly compelling and humane study
demonstrates that understanding the historical poor and the various religious and
secular attitudes to medieval poverty are crucially important in deepening a reader s
understanding of this complex poem
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