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autobiographical writings have been a major cultural genre from antiquity to the

present time general questions of the literary as e g the relation between literature

and reality truth and fiction the dependency of author narrator and figure or issues

of  individual  and  cultural  styles  etc  can  be  studied  preeminently  in  the

autobiographical genre yet the tradition of life writing has in the course of literary

history developed manifold types and forms especially in the globalized age where

the  media  and  other  technological  cultural  factors  contribute  to  a  rapid

transformation of lifestyles autobiographical writing has maintained even enhanced

its popularity and importance by conceiving autobiography in a wide sense that

includes  memoirs  diaries  self  portraits  and  autofiction  as  well  as  media

transformations of the genre this three volume handbook offers a comprehensive

survey of theoretical approaches systematic aspects and historical developments in

an international  and interdisciplinary perspective while autobiography is usually

considered to be a european tradition special emphasis is placed on the modes of

self  representation  in  non  western  cultures  and  on  inter  and  transcultural

perspectives of the genre the individual contributions are closely interconnected by

a system of cross references the handbook addresses scholars of cultural and

literary studies students as well as non academic readers

walter benjamin and the corpus of autobiography is not merely the most extensive

and insightful treatment of benjamin s autobiographical writings

the volume traces the founding critical theories of the autobiographical genre from

the enlightenment period to the most recent developments which since the sixties

and the essays of roy pascal and jean starobinski have had a greater and greater
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influence it offers in contrast to the essential and by now classic definition of

philippe lejeune an increased effectiveness of the poem to express the narrative

purposes of autobiography recognizing poetic writing that has the extraordinary

ability to say what the mortal language does not say to quote leopardi the works

of seamus heaney thom gunn carlos barral and jaime gil de biedma are analyzed

here and show an unveiling of the self through memories places and objects that

often characterize them and that allow to whomever recalls one s own experience

through  writing  the  recovery  and  restoration  of  essential  meanings  to  the

reconstruction not only of subjective identity but also of one s own community

the japanese film director akira kurosawa who died at the age of 88 has been

internationally acclaimed as a giant of world cinema rashomon which won both the

venice film festival s grand prize and an academy award for best foreign language

film helped ignite western interest in the japanese cinema seven samurai and

yojimbo remain enormously popular both in japan and abroad in this newly revised

and expanded edition of his study of kurosawa s films stephen prince provides two

new chapters that examine kurosawa s remaining films placing him in the context

of cinema history prince also discusses how kurosawa furnished a template for

some well known hollywood directors including martin scorsese steven spielberg

and  george  lucas  providing  a  new  and  comprehensive  look  at  this  master

filmmaker the warrior s camera probes the complex visual structure of kurosawa s

work the book shows how kurosawa attempted to symbolize on film a course of

national development for post war japan and it traces the ways that he tied his

social  visions to a dynamic system of  visual  and narrative forms the author

analyzes kurosawa s entire career and places the films in context by drawing on

the director s autobiography a fascinating work that presents kurosawa as a

kurosawa character and the story of his life as the kind of spiritual  odyssey

witnessed so often in his films after examining the development of kurosawa s

visual style in his early work the warrior s camera explains how he used this style

in subsequent films to forge a politically committed model of filmmaking it then

demonstrates how the collapse of kurosawa s efforts to participate as a filmmaker

in the tasks of social reconstruction led to the very different cinematic style evident
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in his most recent films works of pessimism that view the world as resistant to

change

this  autobiography  gives  david  frost  s  account  of  the  foundation  of  london

weekend tv describing interviews with moshe dayan jane fonda and adam clayton

powell it also sets out to illuminate some of the great questions of his time and

capture the moods of england and america in the 1960s
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