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Classical Roots The Basics George Ritzer Meta Explore the foundations of contemporary sociological theory tracing its lineage

from classical thinkers like Marx Durkheim and Weber to modern perspectives Understand key concepts and apply them to

realworld issues Learn from George Ritzers insightful work Contemporary sociological theory classical sociological theory

George  Ritzer  sociological  perspectives  Marx  Durkheim  Weber  functionalism  conflict  theory  symbolic  interactionism

postmodernism globalization social  theory sociology social  change Sociology the scientific study of society and social

behavior builds upon a rich historical foundation Understanding contemporary sociological theory necessitates grappling

with its classical  roots a journey often illuminated by the work of  George Ritzer a prominent sociologist  known for his

accessible and insightful analyses This article explores this crucial link examining the evolution of sociological thought and its

practical  implications Classical  Foundations The Giants of  Sociological  Thought Three towering figures Karl  Marx Emile

Durkheim and Max Weber laid the groundwork for much of contemporary sociological theory Their perspectives while distinct

offer fundamental lenses through which we understand social phenomena Karl Marx Conflict Theory Marx focused on the

inherent conflicts within capitalist societies particularly the struggle between the bourgeoisie owners of capital and the

proletariat workers His analysis emphasized class struggle economic inequality and the role of power in shaping social
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structures Marxs work remains strikingly relevant today evidenced by the persistent global gap between the rich and the

poor According to the World Inequality Database the richest 10 of the world population holds over 70 of global wealth a stark

reflection of the enduring power dynamics Marx analyzed Emile Durkheim Functionalism Durkheim approached society as a

complex system of interconnected parts each contributing to overall stability He emphasized social facts external forces that

shape individual behavior and the importance of social solidarity in 2 maintaining social order Durkheims concept of anomie

a state of normlessness arising from rapid social change is frequently cited in analyses of crime deviance and social unrest

The recent rise in mental health issues in rapidly changing societies could be interpreted through the lens of Durkheimian

anomie Max Weber Interpretive Sociology Weber focused on understanding social  action from the perspective of  the

individuals involved He emphasized the role of verstehen understanding and the importance of subjective meanings in

shaping  social  behavior  Webers  analysis  of  bureaucracy  and  rationalization  remains  highly  influential  particularly  in

explaining the structure and function of modern organizations The everincreasing influence of algorithms and datadriven

decision  making  in  various  aspects  of  life  reflects  Webers  predictions  about  the  growing  power  of  rationalization

Contemporary Sociological Theories Building on the Classics Contemporary sociological theory builds upon and expands

these classical  foundations incorporating new perspectives and addressing emerging social  issues Key contemporary

perspectives  include  Symbolic  Interactionism  This  microlevel  perspective  focuses  on  how  individuals  create  meaning

through their interactions It emphasizes the role of symbols language and shared understandings in shaping social reality

The rise of social media and the impact of online interactions on identity formation highlight the relevance of symbolic

interactionism  in  contemporary  society  Postmodernism  Challenging  the  idea  of  objective  truth  and  grand  narratives

postmodernism emphasizes the fluidity of meaning the multiplicity of perspectives and the impact of power relations on

knowledge  production  The  increasing  fragmentation  of  media  and  the  prevalence  of  competing  narratives  reflect
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postmodern sensibilities Feminist Theory This perspective critiques patriarchal structures and emphasizes the experiences

and perspectives of women Feminist theory highlights gender inequality sexism and the social construction of gender The

ongoing fight for gender equality and the growing awareness of issues like the gender pay gap exemplify the continued

relevance of feminist theory Globalization Theory This perspective analyzes the increasing interconnectedness of nations and

the impact of global forces on local societies Globalization theory explores issues such as economic inequality cultural

homogenization and the rise of global institutions The COVID19 pandemic and its uneven impact across the globe vividly

illustrate the complexities 3 of globalization George Ritzers Contributions George Ritzers work plays a crucial role in making

these complex theories accessible and relevant His book Sociological Theory provides a comprehensive overview of classical

and  contemporary  perspectives  emphasizing  their  interconnections  and  practical  applications  His  concept  of

McDonaldization which describes the rationalization and standardization of processes in various aspects of life is a powerful

example of applying sociological theories to realworld phenomena This concept perfectly exemplifies Webers theory of

rationalization and its modern consequences Actionable Advice Applying Sociological Theory Understanding sociological

theory empowers us to critically analyze social issues participate more effectively in social change and make informed

decisions This understanding allows us to Identify social inequalities Recognize patterns of inequality based on class race

gender and other factors Critically evaluate social institutions Analyze how institutions like education healthcare and the

justice system shape social outcomes Understand social change Identify factors driving social change and assess the

potential consequences of different social policies Promote social justice Develop strategies to address social inequalities

and improve social wellbeing Contemporary sociological theory is a dynamic field that continues to evolve drawing upon the

foundational work of classical thinkers like Marx Durkheim and Weber By understanding these classical perspectives and

their  contemporary developments we gain valuable tools for critically analyzing the social  world and working towards
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positive social change George Ritzers contributions have been invaluable in making these complex theories accessible and

relevant to a broader audience The application of these theories allows for a more informed and engaged citizenry better

equipped to address the social challenges of our time FAQs 1 What is the main difference between functionalism and conflict

theory Functionalism views society as a stable system with interconnected parts working together while conflict theory

emphasizes social inequality and the struggle for power between 4 different groups Functionalism highlights social cohesion

while conflict theory emphasizes social division 2 How does symbolic interactionism differ from macrolevel sociological

perspectives Symbolic interactionism focuses on microlevel interactions and the construction of meaning through those

interactions whereas macrolevel perspectives like functionalism and conflict theory focus on larger societal structures and

processes 3 What is McDonaldization and how does it  relate to Webers work McDonaldization coined by George Ritzer

describes the increasing rationalization and standardization of processes in various aspects of life It reflects Webers concept

of rationalization demonstrating its pervasive influence in contemporary society Efficiency calculability predictability and

control are key aspects of this process 4 How can I apply sociological theory to my daily life By observing social interactions

critically evaluating media messages and analyzing power dynamics you can use sociological perspectives to understand

social issues and make informed decisions about your own actions and choices 5 What are some contemporary challenges

facing sociological  theory Contemporary challenges include the increasing complexity of  globalization the rise of  new

technologies  and  their  impact  on  social  relations  and  the  need  to  address  issues  of  diversity  and  inclusivity  within

sociological research and theory These necessitate refining existing theories and developing new ones to effectively address

emerging social phenomena
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contemporary sociological theory and its classical roots the basics is a brief survey of sociology s major theorists and

theoretical approaches from the classical founders to the present the content is adapted from ritzer stepnisky sociological
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theory and the authors connect many theorists together into chapters with broad headings contemporary integrative

theories contemporary theories of everyday life etc that offer students a big picture synthesized view of sociological theory

because of its size price and flexible organization the text can be used in a variety of undergraduate sociological theory

classes classical contemporary or combined

a lively accessible and comprehensive introduction to the diverse ways of thinking about social life sociology the basics

second edition examines the scope history and purpose of sociology ways of understanding society and the social the state

of the world we live in today suffering and social inequalities key tools for researching and thinking about society the impact

of the digital world and new technologies the values and the role of sociology in making a better world for all the reader is

encouraged to think critically about the structures meanings histories and cultures found in the rapidly changing world we

live in with tasks to stimulate the sociological mind and suggestions for further reading both within the text and on an

accompanying website this book is essential reading for all those studying sociology and those with an interest in how the

modern world works

list of figures preface 1 globalization i liquids flows and structures some of the basics from solids to liquids to gases flows does

globalization hop rather than flow heavy light weightless heavy structures that expedite flows heavy structures as barriers to

flows  subtler  structural  barriers  structure  and process  on  the  increasing  ubiquity  of  global  flows  and processes  and

structures thinking about global flows and structures chapter summary 2 globalization ii some basic issues debates and

controversies is there such a thing as globalization if there is such a thing as globalization when did it begin globalization or

globalizations  what  drives  globalization  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  globalization  is  it  inexorable  does  globaphilia  or
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globaphobia have the upper hand if globalization is not inexorable has it gone too far what if anything can be done about

globalization chapter summary 3 globalization and related processes i imperialism colonialism development westernization

easternization imperialism colonialism development westernization easternization comparisons with globalization the era of

the posts  chapter  summary 4  globalization and related processes ii  americanization and anti  americanism clarifying

americanization some useful conceptual distinctions america s logistical technologies a broader and deeper view of the

americanization of consumer culture an american empire minimizing the importance of americanization anti americanism

post americanization chapter summary 5 neo liberalism roots principles criticisms and neo marxian alternatives the past

present and future of neo liberalism neo liberalism an exemplary statement and the basic principles popular neo liberal

theory the case of thomas friedman critiquing neo liberalism neo liberalism as exception neo liberalism the case of israel the

end of history the death of neo liberalism neo marxian theoretical alternatives to neo liberalism chapter summary 6 global

political structures and processes on political processes and flows the nation state threats to the nation state in defense of

the nation state imagined community changes in global nation state relations other global political developments and

structures regional political organizations global governance civil society other players chapter summary 7 structuring the

global economy before bretton woods bretton woods and the bretton woods system the end of bretton woods changes in

and critiques of bretton woods era organizations organization for economic cooperation and development oecd european

union common market north american free trade agreement nafta mercosur opec the multinational corporation mnc world

economic  forum  the  myth  of  economic  globalization  chapter  summary  8  global  economic  flows  production  and

consumption trade increasing competition for commodities the economic impact of the flow of oil race to the bottom and

upgrading outsourcing financial  globalization corporations people and ideas consumption chapter  summary 9 global

culture and cultural flows cultural differentialism cultural hybridization cultural convergence cultural imperialism chapter
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summary 10 high tech global flows and structures technology media and the internet technology media the internet chapter

summary 11 global flows of people vagabonds and tourists migrants migration tourists and tourism chapter summary 12

global environmental flows differences among nation states collapse the leading environmental problems global responses

chapter summary 13 negative global flows and processes dangerous imports diseases crime terrorism war dangerous

imports borderless diseases crime corruption terrorism war the impact of negative global flows on individuals chapter

summary 14 global inequalities i patterns of inequality inequality rural urban chapter summary 15 global inequalities ii global

majority minority relations majority minority relations in a global context social definitions race and ethnicity ethnicity race

gender children sexual minorities gays and lesbians responding to and resisting minority status the case of women chapter

summary 16 dealing with resisting and the futures of globalization dealing with globalization resisting globalization the

futures of globalization chapter summary appendix disciplinary approaches to globalization anthropology sociology political

science economics geography psychology literary criticism postcolonial other fields glossary index

sociology is experiencing what can only be described as hyperdifferentiation of theories there are now many approaches

competing for attention in the intellectual arena from this perspective we should see a weeding out of theories to a small

number but this is not likely to occur because each of the many theoretical perspectives has a resource base of adherents

as a result theories in sociology do not compete head on with each other as much as they coexist this seminal reference

work was brought together with an eye to capturing the diversity of theoretical activity in sociology specifically the forefront

of theory contributors describe what they themselves are doing right now rather than what others have done in the past the

goal of this volume is to allow prominent theorists working in a variety of traditions who wouldn t usually come together to

review their work the chapters in this volume represent a mix of theoretical orientations and strategies but these these
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theories are diverse and represent the prominent theoretical discussions in sociology today some areas included are section

i theoretical methodologies and strategies section ii the cultural turn in sociological theorizing section iii theorizing interaction

processes section iv theorizing from the systemic and macrolevel section v new directions in evolutionary theorizing section

vi theorizing on power conflict and change sectionvii theorizing from assumptions of rationality this handbook will be of

interest to those wanting a broad spectrum and overview of late 20th early 21st century sociological theory

western neglecting traditional religion is an important factor for the failure of many developmental strategies towards africa

therefore religion s of the indigenous peoples must be given the neccesary attention the book presents the example of the

shona religion playing a critical role in the life of the zimbabweans if incorporated it will contribute to the better success of

development initiatives back cover

this  edited volume follows  up from global  perspectives  on  us  foreign  policy  from the  outside  in  in  providing unique

perspectives on us foreign policy from citizens of countries affected this approach allows the voices of those less commonly

heard  to  be  presented  as  part  of  the  broader  debate  about  us  democracy  assistance  policies  around  the  globe

contributions from experts in the middle east africa the americas and eastern europe are included to ensure the most

pressing issues of international relations in our time are addressed this book should be read by anyone interested in the

united states and global politics as it provides a fuller view of the world

this work examines film and television interpretations of shakespeare s plays in the 21st century it surveys the field of bardic

film representations from michael almereyda s hamlet to michael radford s the merchant of venice as well as cinema

advertisements and mass media citations
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now with sage publishing and co authored by one of the foremost authorities on sociological theory the tenth edition of

sociological theory by george ritzer and jeffrey stepnisky gives readers a comprehensive overview of the major theorists and

schools of sociological thought from sociology s origins through the early 21st century key theories are integrated with

biographical sketches of theorists and are placed in their historical and intellectual context this text helps students better

understand the original works of classical and modern theorists and enables them to compare and contrast the latest

substantive concepts new to this edition chapter 1 now includes a discussion of colonialism as one of the forces that shaped

modern society the historical sketch chapters contain new material on the historical significance of early women founders

and on the contributions of w e b du bois chapters on marx durkheim weber and simmel now conclude with sections on

contemporary applications of ideas from these 19th century thinkers a new chapter focuses theories of race racism and

colonialism as well as theories about indigenous peoples and theories from the global south that challenge the work of

scholars from europe and north america the concluding chapter has a new section on theories of prosumption one of the

newest developments in consumer theory new material on colonization women classical theorists and race theory as well as

new timelines added to history chapters

written by one of the foremost authorities on sociological theory this text gives readers a comprehensive overview of the

major classical theorists and schools of sociological thought the integration of key theories with biographical sketches of

theorists and the requisite historical  and intellectual  context helps students to better understand the original  works of

classical authors as well as to compare and contrast classical theories

essentials of globalization is a highly useful compact edition of the author s full scale textbook globalization a basic text the
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essentials is written in a style accessible to undergraduates and draws on both academic and popular sources in its

explanations a highly useful compact version of globalization a basic text which contains the all major areas in an accessible

and affordable format for undergraduate students develops a unique perspective on globalization early in the book and uses

it throughout to orient and organize discussion of a wide range of topics and parts of the world integrated use of a wide array

of  sources  including  empirical  research  theories  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  monographs  and  popular  books

designed to work as a basic text in globalization courses or as a supplementary text in courses that include globalization as

one of several topics

drawing from a wide selection of  current  research and writings reading between the lines brings together accessible

readings that examine a broad range of social problems and reflect different conceptual approaches the text provides a

conceptual framework for understanding social problems and enables an integrated race class and gender analysis

for one quarter term introductory sociology courses society the basics sixth edition offers a complete multimedia learning

program in sociology including a carefully coordinated package that includes the textbook a free interactive cd rom in every

copy and an innovative companion website as in the past it features a balanced theoretical foundation structural functional

symbolic  interaction  and  social  conflict  analysis  is  supplemented  by  cultural  ecology  social  exchange  theory  and

sociobiology in addition the three main themes that make up the core of the book remain social diversity within the united

states a global perspective and an emphasis on critical thinking new a new chapter on sexuality highlights the socially

constructed character of human sexuality exploring the myths and realities surrounding sexual orientation and then looks at

sexual controversies including teen pregnancy pornography prostitution and sexual violence new a new combined chapter
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population urbanization and environment provides an integrated discussion of three closely related issues new website

listings each chapter concludes with a sites to see section that l

empower your students to become part of the solution the new sixth edition of anna leon guerrero s social problems

community policy and social  action goes beyond the typical  presentation of  contemporary social  problems and their

consequences by emphasizing the importance and effectiveness of community involvement to achieve real solutions with a

clear and upbeat tone this thought provoking text challenges readers to see the social and structural forces that determine

our social problems to consider various policies and programs that attempt to address these problems and to recognize and

learn how they can be part of the solution to social problems in their own community new to this edition many of the social

policy discussions including immigration lgbtq rights the affordable care act and internet neutrality have been updated to

reflect the most recent government actions and debates more recent data and new data sources have been incorporated

throughout both in the main narrative and in the exploring social problems features new voices in the community subjects

on gender work and the economy and war and terrorism appear in several chapters new in focus topics include black lives

matters assault weapons and college drug problems the chapter on gender has been substantially updated with new or

expanded coverage of binary cisgender transgender identification gender nonconformity discrimination sexual misconduct

on college campuses and the rights of trans and intersex individuals other new or expanded coverage elsewhere includes

economic anxiety robotization in the workplace white nationalists feminist theories about race fake news net neutrality

community policing gentrification and segregation in u s cities and the immigration and environmental policies of the trump

administration
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this  comprehensive  survey  also  traces  how  the  americas  have  in  turn  influenced  contemporary  britain  from  the

americanization of language and politics to the impact of music and migration from the west indies complete with an

extensive introduction and a chronology of key events this two volume encyclopedia contains introductory essays focusing

on the four prime areas of british atlantic engagement canada the caribbean the united states and latin america students of

a wide range of disciplines as well as the lay reader will appreciate this exhaustive survey which traces the common themes

of british policy and influence throughout the americas and highlights how britain has in benefited from the influence of

american democracy technology culture and politics

the ninth edition of sociological theory by george ritzer gives readers a comprehensive overview of the major theorists and

schools of sociological thought key theories are integrated with biographical sketches of theorists and are placed in their

historical and intellectual context written by one of the foremost authorities on sociological theory this text helps students

better understand the original works of classical and modern theorists and enables them to compare and contrast the latest

substantive concepts

drawing from a wide selection of  current  research and writings reading between the lines brings together accessible

readings that examine a broad range of social problems and reflect different conceptual approaches the text provides a

conceptual framework for understanding social problems and enables an integrated race class and gender analysis
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Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.

Whether you're at home, on the go, or

halfway around the world, you can

access your favorite titles anytime,

anywhere, provided you have an

internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices

available is astounding. From classic

literature to contemporary novels,

academic texts to children's books, free

ebook sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but

a few stand out for their quality and

range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in

offering free ebooks. With over 60,000

titles, this site provides a wealth of

classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage

for every book ever published. It offers

millions of free ebooks, making it a

fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search

and preview millions of books from

libraries and publishers worldwide.

While not all books are available for

free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of

free ebooks in various genres. The site is

user-friendly and offers books in

multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks

and business books, making it an

excellent resource for students and

professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to
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avoid pirated content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're

not downloading pirated content.

Pirated ebooks not only harm authors

and publishers but can also pose

security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep

your devices updated to protect

against malware that can be hidden in

downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations

when downloading ebooks. Ensure the

site has the right to distribute the book

and that you're not violating copyright

laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for

Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for

educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open

Library offer numerous academic

resources, including textbooks and

scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,

from cooking to programming, making

these sites great for personal

development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook

sites provide a wealth of educational

materials for different grade levels and

subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook

Sites

The diversity of genres available on free

ebook sites ensures there's something

for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
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bestsellers, the fiction section is

brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find

biographies, self-help books, historical

texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a

wide range of subjects, helping reduce

the financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a

plethora of children's books, from

picture books to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook

Sites

Ebook sites often come with features

that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are

great for those who prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your

reading comfort, making it easier for

those with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert

written text into audio, providing an

alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of your ebook

reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a

smartphone, choose a device that

offers a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your

ebook collection, making it easy to find

and access your favorite titles.
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Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to

sync your library across multiple

devices, so you can pick up right where

you left off, no matter which device

you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites

come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and

sometimes the quality of the digital

copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management

(DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the

ebooks you download, limiting sharing

and transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks

requires an internet connection, which

can be a limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free

ebook sites as technology continues to

advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely

make accessing and reading ebooks

even more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access

globally will help more people benefit

from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more

digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an

incredible opportunity to access a wide
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range of books without the financial

burden. They are invaluable resources

for readers of all ages and interests,

providing educational materials,

entertainment, and accessibility

features. So why not explore these sites

and discover the wealth of knowledge

they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most

free ebook sites are legal. They typically

offer books that are in the public

domain or have the rights to distribute

them. How do I know if an ebook site is

safe? Stick to well-known and reputable

sites like Project Gutenberg, Open

Library, and Google Books. Check

reviews and ensure the site has proper

security measures. Can I download

ebooks to any device? Most free ebook

sites offer downloads in multiple

formats, making them compatible with

various devices like e-readers, tablets,

and smartphones. Do free ebook sites

offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites

offer audiobooks, which are perfect for

those who prefer listening to their

books. How can I support authors if I use

free ebook sites? You can support

authors by purchasing their books

when possible, leaving reviews, and

sharing their work with others.
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