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this is the first international and inter disciplinary social science handbook on health
and medicine five years in the making and building on the insights and advice of an
international editorial board the book brings together world class figures to provide
an indispensable comprehensive resource book on social science health and medicine
pinpointing the focal issues of research and debate in one volume the material is
organized into three sections social and cultural frameworks of analysis the
experience of health and illness and health care systems and practices each section
consists of specially commissioned chapters designed to examine the vital

conceptual and methodological practice and policy issues readers recei

with a few notable exceptions historians have tended to ignore the role that science
and medicine played in the antebellum south the fourteen essays in science and

medicine in the old south help to redress that neglect by considering scientific and
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medical developments in the early nineteenth century south and by showing the
ways in which the south s scientific and medical activities differed from those of
other regions the book is divided into two sections the essays in the first section
examine the broad background of science in the south between 1830 and 1860 the
second section addresses medicine specifically the essays frequently counterpoint
each other in the first section ronald numbers and janet numbers argue that he
south s failure to keep pace with the north in scientific areas resulted from
demographic factors william scarborough asserts that slavery produced a social
structure that encouraged agricultural and political careers rather than scientific and
industrial ones charles dew offers a strong indictment of slavery suggesting that the
conservative influence of the institution severely discouraged the adoption of modern
technologies other essays examine institutions of higher learning in the south
southern scientific societies and the relationship between science and theology the
section on medicine in the old south also examines the ways in which the medical
needs and practices of the old south were both similar to and distinct from those of
other regions k david patterson argues that slavery in effect imported african
diseases into the southeast and created a modified west african disease environment
Jjames h cassedy points out that land management policies determined by slavery
land clearing soil exhaustion also helped created a distinctive disease environment
other contributors discuss southern public health problems domestic medicine slave
folk beliefs and the special medical needs of blacks science and medicine in the old
south is a long overdue examination of these segments of the southern cultural
milieu these essays will do much to clarify misconceptions about the time and the

region moreover they suggest directions for future research

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the
original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you

will see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have
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been housed in our most important libraries around the world and other notations in
the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and
possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute
this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing or
blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that
this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally
available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and

thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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