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a  leading  scholar  of  esoteric  spirituality  uncovers  the  history  of
gnostic alchemy from hellenistic alexandria to the renaissance in the
golden builders tobias churton eschews myth and pseudohistory to trace 1
600  years  of  hermetic  spiritual  and  philosophical  development  in  a
breathtaking span of detailed research he sheds light on the origins of
gnostic  alchemy  pre  grand  lodge  freemasonry  and  the  mysterious
fraternity of the rosy cross the rosicrucians he introduces readers to
great  men  of  magic  and  spiritual  wisdom  such  as  paracelsus  caspar
schwenckfeld johann valentin andrae and others this sweeping work is
divided into three parts part 1 presents a broad survey of the hermetic
current and its transmissions from hellenistic alexandria to the time of
paracelsus part 2 focuses on the rosicrucian movement as a vehicle of
the hermetic current drawing on the research of scholars such as carlos
gilly  part  3  concentrates  on  elias  ashmole  the  english  polymath
alchemist  astrologer  and  early  freemason  who  carried  the  hermetic
current forward during the renaissance debunking myths while revealing
genuine mysteries the golden builders combines authoritative scholarship
with deep spiritual wisdom

in a breathtaking span of detailed research churton reveals the crucial
pre history of freemasonry from its alchemical hermetic roots in ancient
alexandria through the rosicrucian order of the 19th century debunking
myths while revealing genuine mysteries this book is an enticing read
that explores the deeper meaning of magic human existence as revealed in
the records actions of the alchemists rosicrucians freemasons it is not
only a thorough overview of the ideas men that molded the hermetic
traditions it is a highly readable journey through the sources of the
western spiritual sciences churton is a writer is best known for his
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work on english tv s award winning gnostics series

the first complete historical and philosophical investigation into the
invisible fraternity of the rosicrucians contains the latest research on
the  origins  of  the  rosicrucian  movement  presents  the  ties  between
rosicrucianism  freemasonry  and  the  templars  written  by  a  perfected
knight  of  the  rose  croix  and  the  pelican  18th  degree  ancient  and
accepted rite for nearly 400 years incredible myths and stories have
been  woven  around  the  invisible  brothers  of  the  rose  cross  the
rosicrucians it is said that they possessed the secret of man and god
that they could turn lead into gold that they governed europe in secret
that theirs was the true philosophy of freemasonry and that they could
save or destroy the world in the invisible history of the rosicrucians
tobias churton a perfected knight of the rose croix and the pelican 18th
degree  ancient  and  accepted  rite  presents  the  first  definitive
historical  and  philosophical  view  of  this  mysterious  brotherhood
starting at its beginnings in germany in 1603 churton unveils the truth
behind the complex story that underlies the rosicrucian movement he
explains  its  purpose  the  motives  of  its  earliest  creators  and  the
manifestos accidentally published in the 17th century that emerged at
precisely the time when modern science was emerging he details the
people who influenced its development including johannes kepler robert
fludd  and  sir  francis  bacon  and  the  ties  between  the  rosicrucians
freemasons and templars he also shows how rosicrucianism shaped the
mythology and spiritual consciousness of both north and south america
and reveals that there are many rosicrucian fraternities still active
throughout the world today

this scholarly work traces the mysterious fraternity of the rosy cross
from its inception upon the discovery of father christian rosenkreuz s
perfectly  preserved  body  in  a  seven  sided  vault  to  present  day
organizations in america mcintosh includes a survey of rosicrucianism in
america exploring the latter day survivals of bacon s new atlantis
perfect  for  students  of  the  western  mystery  tradition  who  want  an
introduction to rosicrucianism with good resources for further study

the  author  undertakes  an  investigation  into  the  history  of  russian
freemasonry that has not been attempted previously her premise is that
the russian enlightenment shows peculiar features which prevent the
application  of  the  interpretative  framework  commonly  used  for  the
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history of western thought the author deals with the development of
early russian masonry the formation of the novikov circle in moscow the
programme of rosicrucianism and the character of its russian variant and
finally the clash between the rosicrucians and the state the author
concludes that the defenders of the ancien régime were not wrong in fact
the  democratic  behaviour  the  critical  attitude  the  practice  of
participation the freedom of thought the tolerance for the diversity the
search for a direct communication with the divinity in short all the
attitudes and behaviours first practiced inside the eighteenth century
rosicrucian  lodges  constituted  a  cultural  experience  which  spread
throughout the entire society novikov s imprisonment in 1792 and the war
against the rosicrucian literature were attempts to thwart a culture
based on the independence of thought that was taking root inside the
very establishment representing a menace to its stability

very scarce book on rosicrucianism contents introduction traditional
origin of the order of the rosicrucians christian rosencreutz and his
successors the renaissance of the order in the eighteenth century the
rosicrucians  in  the  netherlands  and  france  bacon  and  the  english
rosicrucians the ergon and the parergon of the rosicrucian the golden
rosicrucian the rosicrucian in russia the rosicrucians of the eighteenth
degree of scottish freemasonry the rose croix grade in the freemasonry
of  holland  saint  germaine  and  the  rosicrucians  of  france  of  the
eighteenth century rosicrucians in the nineteenth century rosicrucians
and theosophy the golden dawn references principle dates of the history
of the rosicrucians bibliography

the golden builders is divided into three parts part 1 presents a broad
survey of the hermetic current and its transmissions from hellenistic
alexandria to the time of paracelsus part 2 focuses on the rosicrucian
movement as a vehicle of the hermetic current drawing on state of the
art research such as the works of spanish scholar carlos gilly part 3
concentrates  mainly  on  one  man  the  english  polymath  antiquarian
collector alchemist astrologer and early freemason elias ashmole after
whom the ashmolean museum in oxford is named and one of many renaissance
figures who carried the hermetic current forward unlocks the secret to
hiram  s  key  a  crucial  pre  history  of  modern  freemasonry  from  its
alchemical  and  hermetic  origins  in  ancient  alexandria  through  the
rosicrucian order of the 18th century
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an excellent introduction to the historical and factual records by and
about the rosicrucians this classic study was first published in 1887

written by an expert on the craft this classic traces freemasonry s
origins from biblical times to its practice among america s founding
fathers it also explores philosophical symbolic and ritual traditions

two notable scholars manly p hall and harold voorhis explore historical
connections between the mystical rosicrucian fraternity of legend and
modern freemasonry included here are rosicrucian and masonic origins by
manly p hall and rosicrucianism is freemasonry by harold voorhis

describes how the rosicrucians helped form the secrets of the freemasons
by embedding their secrets within the ceremonies and implements used by
the freemason s in their lodges
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