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the wwii battle of sidi rezegh nov dec 1941 was part of a campaign
to retake eastern libya partially successful it achieved the badly
needed relief of tobruk the new zealand division played a major
role peter cox sets the scene for the fighting follows the stages
of the action and recounts the often heroic stories of those who
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fought there

sydafrikansk bog om ørkenslagene i libyen november december 1941

sir geoffrey cox described sidi rezegh fought during operation
crusader in libya over november and december 1941 as the forgotten
battle of the desert war the objective of crusader was to retake
cyrenaica the eastern region of libya and ultimately drive the
italians  and  germans  out  of  north  africa  the  campaign  also
involved british and south african troops and did achieve the
badly needed relief of tobruk despite the importance of this
campaign in achieving british victory in north africa it has
largely been neglected by historians failing to receive as much
attention as crete el alamein or cassino yet more new zealand
soldiers were killed or taken prisoner during crusader than in any
other campaign fought by the div during the war peter cox whose
father fought at sidi rezegh draws on his experience of twice
visiting the battlefield to tell the story of this complex costly
campaign he sets the scene for the fighting in libya describes the
unforgiving and inhospitable desert landscape follows the stages
of the action itself and recounts the often moving and heroic
stories of the those who fought there many never returned home
this is both an accessible account of a significant new zealand
contribution to world war ii and a tribute to the thousands of men
who took part in this punishing battle

shortlisted for the 2021 society for army historical research s
templer medal operation crusader launched in november 1941 was the
third and final british attempt to relieve the siege of tobruk and
break the german and italian forces in north africa after tough
initial fighting the british made important gains only to be
countered by a stunning breakthrough overseen personally by lt
general  erwin  rommel  as  the  british  situation  teetered  the
commander of the 8th army lt general alan cunningham was relieved
of duty by his superior general claude auchinleck this decision
changed the direction of the battle and perhaps the war itself why
and how cunningham was relieved has been the subject of commentary
and speculation since it occurred using newly discovered evidence
alexander joffe rethinks the events that brought about the sudden
relief  of  the  operation  s  commanding  officer  including
insubordination the book then discusses how narratives regarding
the operation were created were incorporated into british and
commonwealth official and unofficial historical writing about the
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war and contributed to british historical memory based on a decade
of archival work the book presents a new and detailed analysis of
a consequential battle and importantly of how its history was
written and received in the context of post war britain

official history is a misunderstood genre of historical writing
which attracts much negative comment from non official historians
but about which very little detail is actually known this book
examines the development of official history programs in canada
south africa australia and new zealand over the course of the
twentieth century looking at the ways in which they developed and
the  contributions  each  made  to  their  respective  national
historiography the second part of the work develops some themes
from the first and takes the official histories of the second
world war as case studies drawing on programs in australia britain
and  the  united  states  these  essays  examine  the  relationship
between  the  histories  the  historians  and  their  sponsoring
institutions they assess the impact of the histories on historical
understanding of the second world war they also consider the
impact that contemporary events during the cold war had on the
writing of the official history

chronicles the history of rommel and the german troops in africa

this volume analyzes the development of tanks and traces their
history from the british attack at cambrai in 1917 during world
war i through the airland battle of operation desert storm in 1991
this text gives a short history of the rise and development of
armored  warfare  in  the  20th  century  an  assessment  of  the
significant literature on tank doctrine and an evaluation of the
role  of  prominent  commanders  theoreticians  and  tacticians  a
chronology of important dates and pictures depicting major changes
in tanks across the years enrich this teaching tool and reference
guide for teachers and students of military history history buffs
and professional soldiers
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